SHAPING LIVES
SINCE 1889

Vision STATEMENT
Christ centred home where destitute women and children
irrespective of their background are accepted, cared for,
transformed and empowered to be salt and light in society.
……………………………………………………………………………....

Mission STATEMENT
We seek, in the Spirit of Christ, to sow seeds of change in the
lives of every individual under the care of Mukti Mission,
skillfully counselling them to deal with issues of life, initiating
varied opportunities of healing and shaping them prayerfully
as models of God's Kingdom for society at large.
……………………………………………………………………………...

5 DIMENSIONAL PERSPECTIVE OF
MUKTI’S LOGO:
1. SHAPING THE MIND:
Education is a priority and a
necessity for empowerment. Our
schools provide education for
over 2700 students.
2. SHAPING THE SPIRIT: Health
care is crucial for the wellbeing of
an individual. Our Hospital, in addition to meeting the needs
of the residents, also caters to the nearby villages via mobile
clinics.
3. SHAPING THE HEART: Our children and women are the
heart of our organization and residential care provided here
helps fulfill their needs.
4. SHAPING THE ENVIRONMENT: Caring for the
environment is intrinsic to the ethos of the Mission. The farm
and dairy products are fully utilized for the children and
women.
5. SHAPING THE DESTINY: Community care translates into
community transformation. The Church is a place of renewal
and various outreach programs touch hearts and shape
lives.
……………………………………………………………………………...

A life totally committed to God has
nothing to fear, nothing to lose,
nothing to regret.
-Pandita Ramabai
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Madhu Christian

Message From
The Chairman
History reignites our
vision

and

empowers us to take
the

baton

forward

for

the

next

generation
let

us

and

so

refresh

our

history for the glory
of

God,

on

the

occasion

of

the

centenary

year

Manorama’s

of

home

call. We praise God
for her life and vision
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Lorraine Francis

Message From
The Mission
Director
Dear friends of Mukti,
First
my

and

foremost,

sincere

thanks

and gratitude goes to
the Lord Jesus Christ
for

enabling

us

to

bring out this Special
Souvenir
four
Mukti’s

featuring
layers

of

milestones.

Celebrating 132 years, since the inception of

for the education of women.

Sharda Sadan and Mukti Mission, Manorama’s

After Ramabai’s husband, Bipin Behari Medhavi

Manorama Memorial High School and the Silver

Centenary Memorial, the Golden Jubilee of the

passed away, Ramabai educated her daughter,
Manorama, on her own. Manorama graduated
with a B.A. from Bombay University, pursued
higher studies in the U.S. and upon returning to
India, became the Head of Sharda Sadan,
Mumbai.

With

established

a

her

help,

school

in

Pandita
Gulbarga

Ramabai
(now

in

Karnataka) in 1912 and her daughter was the
Principal of the School. By 1920, Ramabai
sensed

a

designated

growing
her

physical

daughter

weakness

to

supervise

and
the

activities of Mukti Mission. Manorama, however,
died in 1921. This development came as a
severe shock to Ramabai, who herself, was
suffering from septic bronchitis. Nine months
later, she passed away on April 5, 1922, a few

Jubilee of Manorama Memorial English Medium
School are great milestones in the history of
Mukti.
I am so thrilled that in this Souvenir, we are
bringing Manorama to the limelight as along
with her mother, Pandita Ramabai, she was also
a pioneer in education and passionate about
seeing the girl child receive education and
empowerment.

Hence, all our schools have

been named after Manorama.
I would like to personally thank each one of you
who are

partnering with us in this important

task of shaping lives, giving hope and a bright
future. I am confident that you will be inspired
by reading the articles of some of our former
and present leaders, staff and students ,who

weeks before her 64th birthday.

have poured out their labour of love to ensure

On this occasion, we remember the seed sown

society.

that Mukti continues to be a lighthouse in the

by God that has brought forth hundred fold

Focussing on our education logo for every

fruits for the expansion of His Kingdom. The
Word of God reminds us, “Therefore, my

I would like to encourage all our team mates

beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for
as much as ye know that your labour is not in
vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor.15:58 (KJV)

Shaping the Mind

deserving child which is ‘SHAPING THE MIND’,
and partners from this motivational verse taken
from Romans 12:2, (NIV) : “Do not conform to

the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind.” As you continue to
join hands with us in fulfilling the vision Pandita
Ramabai and her daughter had set up, it is my
prayer that we will walk in the footsteps of our
Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, who taught us
what servant leadership is.

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights…” Isaiah 41: 18 |
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Dr. Nitin Joseph

I am delighted to know
that Mukti is observing
the centenary year of

Messages From
The Former
Chairmen
Adv. Markas Deshmukh
celebrating

the centenary of the life
of

Pandita

daughter

Ramabai’s
Manorama.

Pandita Ramabai was a
pioneer

in

movement

for

the
girls’

education. She was not
only a scholar but also
an educationist, social worker, great politician,
economist, innovator and most importantly; a
visionary. Her life resonates through her Motto:

A life totally committed to God
Has nothing to fear,
Nothing to lose,
Nothing to regret.
Manorama completed a course in the Chesboro
Seminary, USA and then completed her college
course in Bombay University and St. Mary’s
Teachers

Training

College,

Pune.

call

Education

this
has

of
year.

always

been a key focus area
in

the

comprehensive

care of the girl child at
Mukti.

We

perilous

live

times

in

where

the problems faced by the girl- child such as
female infanticide, abuse, domestic violence,
are on the rise. The situation is grim in both

Pandita Ramabai Mukti
is

home

Manorama,

social discrimination, rapes and brutal killings

I am happy to know that
Mission

the

(TTC)

Ramabai looked to the continuance of the work
under the direction of her gifted daughter,
Manoramabai. Mano, as she was fondly known,
had in every deed proven herself to be, taking

urban and rural areas and while we claim to be
making

great

strides

in

development,

innovation, technology and academia, this grim
reality puts brakes on our progress.
The true answer to these and indeed several
other

problems

furtherance

of

of

our

Nation

education.

lies

in

Education

the
must

surpass the usual systemic teaching that is
practiced in schools and colleges, to stimulate
logical reasoning, problem solving, reproductive
health, human rights, etc. King Solomon, the
wisest person who lived, wrote, “Train up a

child in the way he should go; even when he is
old, he will not depart from it.” (Prov.22:6, ESV).
I have very happy and satisfying memories of
my association with Mukti, as a member of the
Board of Governors and as its Chairperson.
Mukti is on my daily prayer list and I am sure
that it will continue to be a beacon of hope for
many girls and ladies in need. I hope Mukti will
help realize the dream of Pandita Ramabai in
the days and years ahead. I assure you of my
support and help in the future and look forward
to achieving the dream of establishing a
University for Women on the blessed land at
Kedgaon.

from her mother, the strain of every possible
duty she could perform. Mano’s activities in
other directions were manifold and she raised
funds for Sharda Sadan.
I pray that the ethos of the founder of Mukti,
Pandita Ramabai, be continued. Mukti Mission
should continue its efforts to provide education
with

the

updating

latest
the

innovations

teaching

skills

to

students

with

by

improved

technology, research and equipment.

It is our

responsibility to ignite the students’ hearts and
minds, with a mission to serve, share and help
the poor, especially the girl child.
I extend my warm greetings and felicitations to
all those associated with Mukti and wish the
Centenary Celebrations, a grand success.
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Biju Thomas

It gives me immense
joy in writing for this
Souvenir and I bring
greetings

as

you

commemorate

the

distinguished legacy
of

Manorama

Memorial

High

School. The founder
Pandita

Ramabai

desired to pass the
baton

to

her

only

daughter Manorama, who unfortunately passed
away in 1921. In spite of all these setbacks ,the
Mission focused on the task of shaping lives,
empowering and educating young widows. The
centenary year of Manoramabai is a good time
to

remember

with

gratitude

the

pioneering

superintendents, principals, teachers and nonteaching staff who have played a significant role
in shaping the lives of

young children with the

guidance of the Mission Director.
Realizing the need for further expansion, the
silver years of the Manorama Memorial English
Medium School, is a testament to look forward
to further development and start other English

4

Dr. Cecilia Carvalho

Message From
A Mukti WellWisher

Medium Schools in the vicinity. Let us look
forward

with

renewed

vision

and

There

revived

commitment to the work that lies ahead. May
in

order

to

carry

out

the

organization’s mission. Let us develop a new
pedagogical approach by encouraging critical
thinking, building ethical leaders, and inspiring
compassionate action. Let us also foster co-

the coconut sapling is in

shape new ideas and encourage the students
challenges. Let us add value to the educational
experience and use the best resources to
educate the students. We should also aim at
promoting

scholarships

and

fostering

innovations. Let these new initiatives empower
the

students

and

faculty

to

create

new

paradigms, achieve success and build a just
society.

beautiful

This means that when

operation between the faculty and students to
to explore new frontiers and embrace new

a

“ p`qama vayaisa ipnaM taoyamalyMa smarntÁ
iSarisa inaiht Baara
naairkola naravaama\
ddit jalama\ Ana\ svaadma\ ijaivatana\tma
naih kRtmaukarM saaQavaao ivasmaraMto”

this Jubilee be a fruitful one, as we take up new
responsibilities

is

saying in Sanskrit:

its first phase of growth,
we water it. After that it is not watered. Yet, the
coconut plant never forgets the water that was
supplied to its roots and now holds the waterfilled coconuts at its crown and stands tall. The
same example holds good for an educational or
social organization, celebrating its Silver or
Golden Jubilee.
Pandita Ramabai was born at a time when not

I wish the Souvenir Committee members, the
members of the Manorama High School and the
English Medium School community, all success
and prayers.

only Maharashtra, but the whole Nation was on
the verge of reformation. She spent her entire
life on the reformation of women's lives. Pandita
Ramabai strived hard for the cause of women’s
education throughout her life.
It

”

No one should seek their

Own Good,

BUT THE GOOD
OF OTHERS.
-1 Corinthians 10:24-

is

really

a

matter

of

pride

that

during

Manorama’s centenary year, two big Schools of
the Mission, Manorama Memorial High School
and

Manorama

Memorial

English

Medium

School are commemorating their Golden and
Silver Jubilee, respectively.
My heart fills with pride and happiness when I
see the saplings of education and social service
planted with great effort by Pandita Ramabai
,bearing

fruits

of

change.

This

plant

was

nurtured by sweat, efforts, hard work and
prayer. Even after Ramabai’s lifetime, many
noble

people

have

worked

hard

for

the

progress of the organization. Today, these
institutions

are

temples

of

knowledge

and

lighthouses. I congratulate and send my wishes
to the Managing Committee, teachers, parents
and students who seek inspiration from the life
of Pandita Ramabai and work with dedication.

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights…” Isaiah 41: 18 |
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considered late. As the neighbours looked
down upon the parents, in a few months’ time,
Gulab was given in marriage to a young man of
20. After the marriage ceremony, the young
man went to Bombay to study and unfortunately
within one year of the marriage, he died. The
poor child widow became an object of hatred
for her mother-in-law who accused her of being
the cause of the young man’s death. Gulab
was then confined to a dark room, with her
head shaved and once every 24 hours, was
given a bowlful of gruel, left at a distance. In
other words, Gulab lived a life worse than a
prisoner. God wiped her tears and it was the
happiest moment in Gulab’s life to enter the
gates of Mukti Mission, to be called a daughter
of Pandita Ramabai.”

Lorraine Francis

Mukti In The
21st Century
Even after 132 years since its
inception, Mukti still shines
because God had created it
as a gem of purest ray never
to fade away.

It is with deep

passion in my heart that I
share

with

you

about

From two child widows, in 12 years’ time, the

a

number increased to 2000. As Pandita Ramabai

woman, a social reformer, a
pioneer in education who lived only to bless and
empower needy women and children. Pandita
Ramabai, in her early childhood faced the
trauma of losing both her parents due to a
severe famine in the 1800s, that had hit the
state of Maharashtra and later on in her midtwenties, she became a young widow with a

proudly puts it – “It was God alone who gave
me the increase!”. She also wrote – “Our
present care should be to educate them rightly
and lead them in the right path”.

It gives me

great

today,

joy

to

testify

that

even

the

leadership of Mukti is concerned about the
education of each resident under the care of
Mukti.

Our educational institutions stand as

‘Beacons of light and hope’ to the community

The Management Team

where Pandita Ramabai’s life and work continue
to speak and touch many needy people, to be
drawn from the pit and placed into the palace.
This reminds me of the Word in the Book of
Isaiah, ”They will rebuild the ancient ruins and

restore the places long devastated; they will
renew the ruined cities that have been
devastated for. ”(Isaiah 61:4,NIV)

Thank you dear supporters and friends for your
little girl to care for. However, God miraculously
raised this extraordinary woman to be the
‘Voice to the Voiceless’.

with

contemporaries.

criticism

you in this vital task of shaping lives, it is our
prayer that God will give you the crown of life
promised to His faithful servants.

‘What can one woman do? ’ was a question
asked

incredible partnership. As we join hands with

by

her

male

Nonetheless, the answer is

what we see today in the 21st century. Mukti is
the answer to fulfill the needs of today’s women
and children. I have been flipping through the
pages of Pandita Ramabai’s writings during the
early 1900s and almost every statement she
wrote made me think how little things have
changed over the years.
One story in particular made me hold my
breath. “On the south-western coast, lived a

family with four daughters. Gulab meaning
Rose, was the youngest and most loved by her
family. Hence she was not given in marriage
until she became eleven years old which was
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Love
is not a feeling

in your chest;
it is bending down
to wash
another’s feet.
-Andrew Peterson

where

6

around

day

scholars

are

of the growing urbanization in the vicinity. The
Water of Love, situated behind the Priti Sadan

Anil Francis

area, which is a contaminated well, is slowly
being cleansed as it is earmarked as ‘Canaan

Dreams Do
Come True

Garden’.

August

Love’, is being made sweet once again, with
fruit and fish.

of

2016,

Dreams

I

remember standing on
the F2 plot of University

DO COME TRUE WITH

Garden grounds, next
to

the

crematorium,

which was then called
‘The

Graveyard

Thorns

and

Limited Resources

of

Thistles’;

Today, it is brimming
with

wheat

BUT WITH

and

Unlimited Influence

sugarcane. In a placard
as small as a mustard
seed,
villagers

from

the

Boripardhi

A fruit garden has been established

there and so now the contaminated ‘Well of

When I look back to

some

1500

experiencing the whiff of fresh air in the midst

staff

and

gathered

to

proclaim and pray for Pandita Ramabai University
to be a reality. The next day, the local newspaper
stated that ‘Pandita Ramabai University’ will be
opened soon. The Word, as stated in Ezekiel

36:34, has come through: “the land that the

passer-by would see in disgust, has now become
the Garden of Eden."

of

Choufula,

the

first

stop-

Beersheba Garden, on the State Highway is the
Gate of Hope. Though it seems small, it has the
potential

to

connect

Nehemiah

Walls,

kilometres,

fortifying

the

world

stretching
the

with

about

Bethany

the
two

Garden

Campus and Dongarvasti. Inside the Beersheba
Garden lies the Pond of Hope, where the water
is constantly stored for the thirsty, for the
irrigation of the Mukti village and for the nearby
villages. The ‘Stutiveer’ drinking water well
located here has also been revived. The New
Education Campus of the Manorama Memorial
English Medium School, which was established
in 2015 and now called the Mount Pisgah
Garden, has achieved a new milestone of
having 800 day scholars being empowered and
having their minds shaped for the future.
The Bethany Garden, the Computer Academy
Garden

and

the

7

Buildings and the walls of Nehemiah being built
all over Mukti covering acres of land, is just a

When you walk towards Mukti Mission from the
crossroads

The renovation of the roofs of the Heritage

Rock

Garden

are

an

Environmental marvel for people to understand
the concept of ‘ENVIRONMENT MY ORGAN’,
through our Manorama High School, the Junior
College and the Sharda Sadan Primary School,

miracle from God’s Hand. I am proud to say for
the glory of God, that 80% of Ramabai’s land,
the land of the widows and orphans is already
protected and we are aiming to cover up 100%
of

Mukti’s

land

as

more

urbanization

is

becoming a big challenge for us.
Launched in 2019, the New Mukti Brand Logo
which depicts the five-fold ministry of Mukti:
‘Shaping Lives’ with the Mind, Spirit, Heart,
Environment and Destiny, will take us to new
heights. In the next five years, Pandita Ramabai
International
Boripardhi,

School

at

Mount

Pisgah,

Pandita Ramabai Water of Life at

Abdullat, Ichalkarnaji, Hostel for children in the
Red light area of Sangli/ Miraj, Pandita Ramabai
School

for

Environment

and

Agriculture

at

Handalwadi with 46 acres is being walled up
and the Master Plan is being made ready. The
Vision Paper 2030/50 of dreams becoming a
reality will be the next breakthrough for Mukti.
The Handalwadi Green City-the Garden of Eden
Boys Hostel Campus, was birthed in December
2020 in the midst of the pandemic, as a tribute
to God’s faithfulness, is a dream come true.

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights…” Isaiah 41: 18 |
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acceptance. We would like to mention

7

the

names of some significant contributors such as
Eirlys Tripp, Helen Guyan, Janel Williams and
many others, whose untiring efforts can never

Saroj Kadam

be

A Special
Place To Learn
The Special Needs Vocational Training Centre,
at Mukti Mission, is a place where our children
with special needs and young adults are given
training and equipped with skills to help them
increase

their

teaching

approach

level

different

and

is

of

independence.

adopted

designed

here
to

is

capture

forgotten. A

Tenhoopen
here. Ingrid,

special

from

mention

Australia

being

an

is

of

Ingrid

worth penning

experienced

Special

Educator, made her home at Mukti for more
than 5 years, not only playing the role of the
Centre Head, but also became friends with
even the youngest students of the school. From
dawn to dusk, Ingrid enjoyed training the Staff,
bringing in a lot of creativity and fun. Within one
year

of

Ingrid's

stay

at

Mukti,

she

could

communicate with the students in Marathi,
which is truly commendable.

The
quite
the

attention of the students. Our team of special
educators is patient, dedicated and creative.
The children reside in the campus of ‘Flower

Special care for
the special ones

Families' and are very happy to go to the Centre
to engage in various activities, as part of their
training sessions. Apart from activities that
involve basic reading, writing and numbers, the
children
making

engage
cards

gardening,

in

and

chicken

creative
paper

activities

bags,

farming

like

vegetable

and

exercise

therapy.

We wish to express our sincere thanks and
heartfelt gratitude to the many volunteers who
invested much of their time, energy and talents
to raise the standard of the Centre. We have
had

special

educators

and

occupational

therapists who poured out their labour of love
and gave these special people, dignity and
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The Centre that has been functioning since the
last 8 years, has helped in blossoming and
enriching many lives and has contributed in
helping them become more confident, owing to
the love and acceptance they receive.

8

Manorama High School was established in 1966.
The Junior College was launched in 2013 and
offers

Lata Rajeev

Memorial

today.

effect.
the

aspirations.

The rural parts of Maharashtra, being largely
agrarian, did not foresee the many youngsters
venturing to get a formal education. Even today,
there is a disparity in the number of girls getting
an education as compared to boys. The RTE Act
of 2019, under Article 21 A of the Constitution,
for

children

between the ages of 6 to 14 years. Despite
these

provisions,

several

children

are

languishing in the absence of an education.
Functioning from the hinterland of Maharashtra,
right

from

its

inception,

the

Medium
year

School

1993.

In

was

2013,

a

the Special

Talk and chalk alone are not sufficient

to meet the educational needs of the learners.

and

mandatory

in

There are new methodologies in education

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and when
you rise.”

education

English

in the use of technology in their pedagogy.

Deuteronomy 6:7 says,” You shall teach them

makes

and

English

approach towards the curriculum and engage

empowering

dreams

an

independence. All the schools have a practical

Knowledge lends wings to a person for
his

Science

start

skills enabling them to gain confidence and

learning, which equips us for life. A good

of

Arts,
to

Needs children was set up to impart various

lifetime. This story illustrates the importance of

attainment

of

need

Vocational Training Centre for

Teach him to fish and you feed him for a

an

The

established

Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.

has

streams

medium also arose and hence, Manorama

Shaping
Minds
Through
Education
education

the

Commerce.

These days, the teachers have to be tech-savvy
and need to adapt to make use of the new
technologies

and

resources

available.

“Education is evolving due to the impact of the
Internet. We cannot teach our students in the
same manner in which we were taught. Change
is necessary to engage students not in the
curriculum we are responsible for teaching, but
in school. Period.” – April Chamberlain. The
nationwide lockdown in the wake of COVID-19
saw

the

era

of

online

classes

and

the

proceedings of the entire Academic Year of
2020-21 for both schools and colleges were
conducted online.
What Benjamin Franklin said in the 18th century
holds true even today. “Tell me and I forget,
teach me and I may remember, involve me and
I learn.” The key to engaging students is
through involvement and practical approach.
Even in a rapidly changing world, education has
not lost its value or meaning. Knowledge leads
to humility and liberates one from the shackles
of ignorance.

the

major focus of Mukti Mission
has been on education.

The

founder Pandita Ramabai was
an exceptionally well-educated
social reformer and pioneer in
education. She saw the need to
begin a home for

the widows,

where they could find shelter
and protection from an unkind
world. Today, there are several
educational

institutions

under

the aegis of Mukti Mission. The
oldest of these is Sharda Sadan,

The Purpose
of Education
is to replace
an empty
mind with an
open one.

which imparts pre-primary and
primary education. It was set up
in

1889.

Following

this,

-Malcolm Forbes

the

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights…” Isaiah 41: 18 |
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Pramila Dongre

Message
From The
Headmistress

Manorama Memorial High School
Greetings
Manorama
High

from

the

Memorial

School

and

Junior College! On the
occasion

of

Centenary

Memorial

of

Manorama

the
bai

Medhavi (Daughter of
Pandita Ramabai), we
remember
outstanding

Taking A Look
At The History
Of The School

Manorama Memorial High School
•

Serve the needy

•

Strive for a better society

•

Know and locate the needs of a girl
child

•

Accept challenges and overcome
obstacles and

•

Be a winner for our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

her
work

in

education. She laid the
foundation

of

education in Mukti. It
is a privilege to work in this institution. I feel
proud that the School is named after Manorama
bai and it is very apt. Her heart was for the
education of children and women. Manorama
bai was both physically and mentally a very
strong and confident lady. In our School, we try
to emulate her principles to fulfill her dreams
and wishes. I would like to thank each one of
the recent and

Pramila Dongre

former teaching and non-

teaching staff, who joined hands with us, in the
area of imparting education. It is our prayer that
we will continue our work in the area of
education and set an example in society by our
dedication.

As I present the history of Manorama Memorial
High School, all the above words came into my
mind, because I have experienced these, while
in service at the School, first as a teacher and
presently, as the Headmistress.
In its initial days, Sharda Sadan Primary School
was catering only to Kedgaon and the nearby
communities by providing education for

both

girls and boys. The classes were till 4th grade
only. Further education ( High School ) was not
provided. Hence, the parents approached our
Mukti officers with a request to begin High
School classes from 5th to the 10th grade. As
days passed, more girls started joining the
Primary School.
It was Ms. Doerksen, who prayerfully realized
the need of starting High School education. She
accepted the challenge and with a clear vision
in mind, visited the Department of Education in
Pune with her proposal. She had to face stiff
opposition, but her visits and discussions and
her urge to serve the society (especially the
girls) was heard and the officers finally helped
Ms. Doerksen. Mr. Awale (the Deputy Education
Officer, Dr. M. Dhekne,Mrs. Tarabai Sathe (ExMember of State) lent a helping hand. At that
time, there were 200 applications pending with

“Train up a child in the way he should go…”
Proverbs 22:2
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the Education Department for permission to
start High School classes.

Ms. Doerksen struggled

to make all

the

arrangements to set up the new High School. It
was at this time that Ms. Vimal bai Dongre, the
first graduate of Mukti Mission, returned from
USA. She was appointed as the Headmistress
of the High School.

11
Manorama –
A Burning
Flame
Dr. Anupama Uzgare

(President, 20th Christian Literary
Convention)
Introduction
A lot of literature like
biographies,

The High School building started taking shape
and on 06 September 1969 ,the building was

and articles on the life

inaugurated by Mr. Awale, Deputy Director of

of

Education, Pune. Ms. Vimal bai Dongre was the
Principal

until

educationist,

1974.
excellent

She

was

teacher

a
and

novels,

dramas, one-act plays
Pandita

Ramabai

have been published

great

in various languages,

strict

but

disciplinarian. Later, Vastala bai Thorat took

not

much

written

over for a year. In 1976, Mrs. Shalini bai Sutale

Manorama

became the High School Headmistress. She

is

about
Medhavi.

On the occasion of

was hard working and a God fearing woman.

the death centenary

She led the school for 17 years. In 1994, Miss.

of Manorama Medhavi, I feel it is necessary to

C. Valvi became the Head Mistress. She had a

brief today’s generation about her.

special gift of recognizing the skills of the
teachers and the students. The graph of the

Family Background

School kept rising, the number of girl students

In the early hours of 23 April 1858, a precious

also increased. After the retirement of Miss. C.
Valvi, Miss. Ranjana Job took over in 2002. She
was very particular about conducting daily
assembly for the children. After her retirement,
Mrs. Uzagare became the Headmistress in
2008. She had changed the atmosphere of the
School as she had wider perspectives in the
area of education.

During her regime, the

School started the Semi-English divisions. Mrs.
Uzagare led the School till December 2014.
After her, God gave me the opportunity to lead
the School. From January 2015 till date, by the
guidance of our Lord Almighty, the School has
made much progress every year. With the
support

of

the

management,

since

the

Academic Year 2018-2019, the School has
started admitting boys. After being a Girls
School for many years, the School has now
become a Co-educational High School and we
can say that it is a milestone in the history of
education of Mukti Mission.

gem (daughter) was born to the family of
Chitpawan
Shastri

Brahmin

Dongre

Maheranji,

Ananthapadmanabha

and

his

wife

Laxmibai

in

Karnataka. The light of this gem

spread all over the world. She was bestowed
with the title of “Kaiser-E-Hind” by the then
government

and

“Maharashtrachi
“Glory

of

she

was

Tejaswini”

Maharashtra’’),

incomparable
accomplished

because

achievements
for

the

also

called

(meaning
of

that

upliftment

the
the
she

of

child

widows, deserted women, orphans, visually
challenged and the handicapped. She was
awarded

these

titles,

on

account

of

her

contributions towards education, the cottage
industries, health as well as literature. She was
fondly called “Rama’’. In the year 1878, in a
meeting where many intellectuals had gathered
in Kolkata, she was bestowed with the title of
“Pandita Saraswati”,

as they were astonished

by her wisdom. From that moment, she was
known to the whole world as ‘Pandita Ramabai’.

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights…” Isaiah 41: 18 |
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Pandita Ramabai was married to Bipin Bihari

Maharashtra. Ramabai moved to Maharashtra in

Medhavi who was a brilliant and witty lawyer.

March 1882 and her struggle for reformation for

Mr. Medhavi, a highly talented man, could multi-

the women there, is well known to all.

task such that he used to dictate two different

Manorama’s childhood and Home Abroad

cases to two different clerks at the same time

Pandita Ramabai

without

Manorama on 20 April 1883. Ramabai did a

any

confusion.

He

was

a

poet,

possessed great knowledge and was gifted in

deep

music too. He had a very good collection of

Manorama,

books. Pandita Ramabai and her husband had

Christianity on 29 September 1883. She stayed

similar

almost

in Vintage village in the nunnery of ‘Community

everything, they had the same kinds of interests

of Saint Mary Virgin’ with some Catholic sisters.

and hence we could say that they were a

Sister Geraldine and other Catholic sisters

couple made for each other. They were blessed

offered to take care of

with a daughter on the night of 16 April 1881 at

was pampered by all the sisters and despite her

17:50. Contrary to the culture of those days,

mother’s absence, she was well disciplined. She

Ramabai and Bipin did not make an issue of the

started

birth of a girl child . They welcomed her

Christianity,

thought

processes

about

with

study

went to England along with

of

the

she

liking

Bible

very

the

Bible

and

along

thoughtfully

with

accepted

little Manorama. She

discipline,

reading

and

values

of

prayers.

As

so much joy and thought of her as a fairy and

Manorama completed her education in England

hence named her ‘Manorama’. The meaning of

and America, she had a good command over

Manorama is ‘one who spreads happiness’! And

English and French.
As Pandita Ramabai’s health was deteriorating,
she requested Manorama to take over

the

responsibility of ‘Sharda Sadan’ in 1900 and that
is how she started her journey in India.

People must not only
hear about the Kingdom
of God, but must see
it in actual operation,
on a small scale perhaps
and in an imperfect form,
but a real demonstration
nevertheless.
-

PANDITA RAMABAI

Spiritual Life
Manoramabai was simple but attractive and
very soft spoken. Manorambai used to rise early
and pray for thousands of people who were on
another
her

meaning is ‘ Beautiful Lady’. True to

name,

Manorama

carried

forward

her

parents’ legacy of intellect and virtues.

her list, which was kept in her Bible. She used
to conduct morning prayer for the girls. She had
a strong foundation of the Bible, due to which
people used to love listening to her. When the

Mr. Bipin Bihari Medhavi passed away on 4 Feb

morning devotion was conducted at Mukti

1882,

the

Church, the girls used to sing praises and

Hindu culture, the vermillion

Manoramabai used to play the piano, making

due

to

practice of the

Asiatic

Cholera.

As

per

mark on Ramabai’s forehead was wiped off.

the atmosphere joyous.

Even though the family of Mr. B.B. Medhavi was
well

let

Krishnabai Gadre states that Manorama had a

Ramabai be with them, as she was a widow.

educated;

they

were

reluctant

to

calling for evangelism and therefore took the

Ramabai embraced liberal thinking; it was not

initiative in the revival of 1905. She was very

possible for her to follow the stringent customs

affectionate towards sick people. She used to

of a Hindu widow. Since the social reformers of

visit them and pray for them. She made the girls

Maharashtra were looking for a lady who would

to be strong in prayer and to place their faith in

lead the movement to bring about changes in

Christ. She was always alert and watchful about

the status of women

the spiritual growth of the girls in Mukti. She was

they invited Ramabai to
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the first high class lady from India to go to New

she wrote a book titled, ’Pandita Ramabai -The

Zealand. She established various prayer groups

Widow’s Friend’. She has also delivered several

in Australia and New Zealand.

sermons in Marathi.

Educational Reforms
Manoramabai

Social Reforms

took

admission

in

Deccan

Manoramatai used to visit the high caste and

College, Pune and completed her B.A while

wealthy

handling the responsibility of Sharda Sadan. She

console them. She could see the darkness in

also completed her Teachers Training course,

their life. Their agonizing and heart-breaking

which is not an additional qualification for the

situations have been described in a report that

teachers, but also, it was useful for upgrading

was

the status of the School. In those days, it wasn’t

Association. She was always ready to help and

that easy to travel to Pune ,due to the lack of

free women who were victimized, tortured and

facilities. Manoramatai used to drive a car to

harassed by society. The weather conditions-

Pune

had

night or day, rainy or sunny days, did not stop

appointed Mr. Riraji Chaturji Desai, a loyal

her from travelling by bullock cart to reach and

security guard, to be with her.

help

every

day.

Pandita

Ramabai

Hindu widows to encourage and

forwarded

the

to

women

hardships and

the

in

American

need.

She

Ramabai

endured

rough terrains, travelled on

To fulfill her mother’s wish of educating the High

lonely roads, rested in dharamshalas (charity

caste Hindu women, Manorambai started a

centres) and temple steps. She had no fear and

School for girls in a village called Gulbarga, in

trusted in the Lord for everything.

the state of Karnataka, which was a Nizam’s
Province, on 29 September 1913. Manorambai
used to visit this facility once

a month. This

School was later on, handed over to the local
Methodist Mission and so the entry gate of the
girls’ hostel is named as ‘Shanti Sadan Girls
Hostel’,

Methodist

Mission,

Gulbarga.

Manorama tai learnt the Braille so

that the

visually impaired girls could get educated. This
School,

which

was

started

for

the

blind

students, is still functioning even today.
Dutiful Sister
The Girls of Sharda Sadan used to call Ramabai
‘Aai’ and Manorama ‘Tai’. Not all the girls of
Mukti were quiet, calm and well mannered.
Some

were

very

naughty.

After

a

lot

of

reprimanding, if the girls did not behave well,
Manoramatai would

fast. She would pray and

fast for every mischievous girl. Her fasting and
prayers bore fruits and many girls turned back
from

their

disobedient

nature.

How

Government of India released a
commemorative postage stamp on
Pandita Ramabai with the original
building of Sharda Sadan in the
background in 1989. 10 Lakh
stamps were printed as a tribute
for her social work.

Manoramatai used to cater to the physical,
psychological, spiritual needs and development

Culmination

of the girls can be understood from the letters

Manoramatai worked dedicatedly for both the

written by her students. Manoramatai, through

facilities at Kedgaon and Gulbarga and also for

her letters, quoting Bible verses, used to advise

the upliftment and empowerment of women. All

the girls to remain morally spotless, to avoid

this exertion took a toll on her health. At the

having a sense of false esteem and not to

young age of 40, on 24 July 2021, the only

engage in matters involving money. She was an

daughter of Pandita Ramabai went to be with

older sister for all the Mukti girls and the letters

the Lord. Yet her flame of enlightenment glows

written by some girls reflect the same.

till date.

Literature

References:

Manorama inherited her oratory and writing

1.

skills from her mother. The listeners used to be
impressed

by

her

speeches.

However,

on

account of her busy schedule, her writing skills
did not get much attention. While in Australia,

Pandita Ramabai- Dr. Anupama Uzgare, Sahitya
Academy, Mumbai, 2013, p35.

2.

Smrutisumane- Krishnabai Gadre, pp 44-46.

3.

Manoramabai Mary Medhavi, pp 16, 19.

4.

Report of Manoramabai, 30 January 1914 p16.
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conducted educational trips and tours to

Achievements
Of The School

of God. At home also, our students have a

visits.
One of the most outstanding features of the

Anuradha Uzgare
be

Kedgaon

are

a

Blessing”.

motivated

to

The

girls

continue

of

their

education to higher levels that lead them to
have

good

careers.

The

outstanding

achievements of the School have enabled our
students to have higher order thinking skills and
encouraged them to achieve their goals. In
2013, the Junior College for girls was started
with

the

streams

Commerce.
wherein

Our

of

discipline,

empowerment

Science,

college

are

Arts

offers

security
the

first

prayerful attitude, which continues to be with
them

throughout

their

life.

Excelling

in

academics alone is not the goal, but excellence
in sports is also our objective. Students have
shown
kho,

over five decades and has lived up to its motto
to

school is a prayerful environment and the fear

excellent

performance

on

field

in

different traditional games like athletics, kho-

The MMHS has been serving the society for
“Blessed

the

Science Park, Water Park and also ecotourism

and

education

and

women’s

priority.

Many

parents requested that the School admit boys.
The School started accepting boys from 2018
onwards, for fifth standard and there was an
overwhelming response.

kabaddi

General

etc,

and

have

Championship

received

Trophy.

We

the
also

reached the Zonal level for high jump. The
Scouts and Guides Unit was begun to enable
our students to be always ready to help and to
be prepared for any situation. Our unit is the
oldest in Daund Taluka, which is successfully
continuing till date. Along with this, we have also
started a unit of RSP (Road Safety Patrol). We
were adjudged the best RSP unit at the Taluka
level in the first year itself.
To promote

healthy competition among the

students, they have been divided into four
Houses.

Inter

house

sports

and

cultural

competitions are conducted. Our teams have
participated at the District and State levels in
Group Song and Dance Competition and won
the First Prize. Drama also has been an area in
which our students enthusiastically participate.
Our

school

competitions

has
and

participated
won

several

in

many

prizes

for

direction, script, Best Actors and for the stage
presentation.

Every

year

we

have

career

guidance seminars for standards 10th and 12th..
Our result for standard 10th has always been
above 85%. Our school has achieved the Best
School Award in Poona district. We have the
honor of having the first All-Girls School Band in
the district.
To

encourage

the

adoption

of

scientific

techniques, a Science Fair was organized in our
School. On display were innovative working
models, scientific games and also a PSLV
model made by the students. Many officials
from the Education department and students
from nearby schools visited the Fair.

The

Science forum was established in the School
with

the help of the Science teachers and

students. The students actively participate in
projects such as
DIY

activities,

University

visiting a wildlife sanctuary,
visiting

Centre

for

IUCAA,

(The

Inter-

Astronomy

and

Astrophysics) Pune, watching science based
movies and attending seminars. The school has
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The teachers are tech–savvy

and are well -

equipped to prepare slides to present the
lesson to the students. These teachers have
also won prizes for the educational videos they

prepared in the e-teaching aids competition.
Orientation camps for the teachers are also
conducted every year. All the important days of
the year are observed and celebrated with
great enthusiasm. International Women’s Day is
celebrated

with

all

lady

parents.

Various

lectures on this day regarding the health and
rights of women are arranged.

Students appear for drawing grade exams for
the Elementary and Intermediate levels in which
they usually secure good results. They also
attend exams like the National Talent Search,
National

Means

Cum

Jawahar

Navodaya

Merit

scholarship

Scholarship,
and

Hindi

Rashtrabhasha.
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S.A. Adhav

An
Environment
Friendly
School
If a seed buried in the earth can push itself to
let a tiny seedling emerge from it, can we not
overcome dark situations and be victorious. The
life and work of Pandita Ramabai are akin to the
seed giving way to the seedling, and being
triumphant in the face of odds. Both Ramabai
and Manorama were pioneers in the field of
education and today our School stands as a
testimonial of that dedication.

“If You are planning for a year,

sow rice;

if you are planning for a decade,

Manorama Memorial High School is located in
the lap of nature, amidst a verdant atmosphere.

plant trees;

The love for nature and the need to protect and

if you are planning for a lifetime,

students right from the time they step into the

educate people”
Chinese Proverb

care for the environment is instilled in the
school. The presence of trees adds to the
beauty of the campus and contributes to an
environment
addition

General and public awareness programs are
organized in the form of street plays at the
Railway Station, market places and residential
areas. Cleanliness and conserving nature are
important to us. We ensure there is good
rapport built between the teachers, parents and
students. Today, our students excel in almost
every field and have proved to be good citizens
of India, which is our highest achievement.

of
to

tranquillity
academic

and

peace.

In

enlightenment,

knowledge about the need for nurturing nature
is also imparted to our children. 50 to 60
different types of birds have made their home
on the campus and it is a delight to see the
colorful birds and listen to their chirping.
There are different kinds of soil on the campus
and the students are made familiar with them.
They understand which plants grow well in

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights…” Isaiah 41: 18 |
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which soil. They are also conscious of not
wasting water and are quick to conserve water.
We follow a system to segregate different kinds
of

waste.

The

dry

leaves

are

used

for

composting and manure. The students also
engage

in

sowing

vegetable

seeds

and

cultivating vegetable gardens. In addition to the
trees yielding shade and coolness, there are
also various flowering plants grown in different
patches, adding to the beauty. Our children
appreciate the bounty of nature around them
and do not pluck the flowers. The older students
also guide the younger students in taking care
of the environment. They relish the fruits of the
trees like tamarinds, mangoes and guavas. The
school also carries out plantation activities and
our team volunteers for Harit Sena. Medicinal
plants and herbs have also been planted. On
Raksha bandhan, when sisters tie Raakhi to
brothers, the students tie ‘raakhi’ to plants and

Influence of
Manoramabai
On The School
Asha Sudhir Bhosale
The Manorama Memorial High School was
named after ‘Manorama’, daughter of Pandita
Ramabai, Pandita Ramabai was honoured for
her

extraordinary

knowledge

with

the

title

‘Pandita’ and became a beacon for women’s
education. All the members of her family died
prematurely. At an early age, Ramabai took her
young ‘Mano’ abroad.

Pandita Ramabai’s life

was full of surprises. Ramabai had to keep
Manorama away because of her work at Mukti.
Therefore, Manorama received an education
abroad.

Initially,

Manorama

did

not

know

Marathi well. Later, she returned to India and
started working with her mother.

establish a continuing relationship with nature.

Do
Something

Green
The newly installed Hydroponics project in the
garden of the Computer Academy is the first of
its kind on the campus. There are trees like
neem, drumstick, custard apple and vegetables
like

broccoli,

corn,

cabbage,

greens

and

cucumber growing in the garden. The students
are happy to come to School to learn and grow
in a sylvan setting.
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Pandita Ramabai was addressed as ‘Mother’ in
the Mukti Mission and Manorama was called’

Tai’ (meaning older sister). Naturally, Ramabai
wanted her daughter to take care of her work
after her, that is why the school Sharda Sadan
came upon Manorama’s shoulder. Manorama
looked after the education needs in Mukti. After
completing her education abroad, she returned
to India and acquired a Bachelor’s degree in
India as well. Manorama was a gifted teacher.
Girls used to gather around her like ants
marching towards jaggery. The Mukti girls loved
to be around her. She also took care of the
correspondence work. Backed by her mother’s
inspiration, Manorama, started the School for
the visually challenged. She gathered all the
information and knowledge for this work. She

15
Those Golden
Days
Sarika Vivek Daunde, Daughter of
Mukti and Former Student of MMHS

learned to read and write Braille herself and
then taught the girls and their teachers how to
read Braille. Her education and hard work is
commendable.

I am an ex-student of Manorama Memorial High
School. Aristotle said, “The roots of education
are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” My school
days were the best days of my life. I found
good friends, reached my goals and realized my
ambition and dreams, and all this under one
roof. The School has shaped my life and I
can
The influence of Manoramabai’s work is so
evident in Mukti even today. As in the early
days, special care is still being given to visually
challenged girls and women today also. Their
education

and

Braille

books

are

of

prime

importance. Modern techniques are employed
to engage them in studies. The teachers also
give them

the required attention, and involve

them in activities so that they do not feel
ignored.

No Child
Left
Behind
We thank the Almighty Lord for every initiative
and effort taken by Manoramabai that has

proudly say that, whatever I am today is

only because of my School and my teachers,
who always inspired and disciplined me. I still
have vivid memories of my teachers and their
lessons. I remember how they used to help us
sort out our troubles and issues.

Today I am

independent and work with Sir JJ Group of
Hospitals, Mumbai. I am happily married to a
God fearing man and Christ is my Saviour and
Light. May Almighty God bless my School and
take it to the pinnacle of success.

In the process of
acquiring some
knowledge, you begin to
know yourself better
than you do.
-Unknown

borne fruit.
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Message
From The
Headmistress

Introduction
To Our School
Sujata Abhijit Hiwale,

Manorama Memorial English
Medium School

Sujata Abhijit Hiwale,

Manorama Memorial English
Medium School
Manorama
Medhavi

Manorama Memorial English Medium School
was named after a dynamic, multi-faceted
Bipin

occupies

an

important place among
the

Indian

women.

missionary

She

dynamic
personality.

was

a

multifaceted
Her

short

span of life tells us that
she

was

visionary

an
with

intense
great

administrative skills and
an excellent orator. Her
passion

towards

education enabled her
to pioneer one of the first schools for the visually
impaired in India, which is functioning till date. In
the centenary year of the death anniversary of
Manorama, I feel proud that Pandita Ramabai
Mukti Mission has achieved great glory and shall
continue to flourish and fulfill the vision which she
had. Able leadership, guidance and contribution
of the Mission have taken her legacy to greater
heights by bringing smiles on the faces of

personality, Manorama Medhavi. She was the
daughter of Pandita Ramabai Bipin Chandra
Medhavi,who

is

the

pioneer

emancipation

in

India

and

of

the

women’s

founder

of

Pandita Ramabai Mukti Mission. MMEMS runs
as

a

Government

recognized

minority-run-

Christian School, affiliated to the State Board. It
has

Pre-primary,

Primary

and

Secondary

Sections.
We believe that every child who enters into the
MMEMS family is gifted by the Lord with various
talents and capabilities. The staff strives hard to
bring out the inner potential and encourage
them to work hard towards excellence in every
field of life.
King Solomon in the book of
Proverbs 1:7 said, “The fear of the Lord is the

beginning

of

knowledge.“

God

is

the

foundation of knowledge and gateway to the
truth.” Every child at MMEMS is made aware of
God’s

unlimited

love

and

his

showers

of

blessings, which will help them to grow into
good human beings.

thousands. I take pride in being a small part of
this glorious organization -Pandita Ramabai Mukti
Mission.

The Logo of our Mission -’Shaping Lives’ helps
me and the other staff to strive harder in our
responsibilities

and

while

doing

so,

we

remember the Potter who moulds his pots. Our
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children are the clay and we are the ones who
mould

them

inculcating

into

better

love,

joy,

human
patience,

beings

by

kindness,

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol, the fruits of the Holy Spirit. And while
doing this we keep in mind our School Motto
“By Love Serve One Another”.

18
Silver Years
Of The School
Rashmi Thorat (Supervisor)
The

seed

of

Manorama

Memorial

English

Medium School was sown in the year 1993.
Mukti Mission, recognizing the importance of
education in English, saw the need for an
English Medium School in the village and thus

By Love Serve

embarked on this venture.
Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in the

One Another
The education system at our School is childcentred with a holistic approach. Every child is
provided with opportunities for their individual
growth. Involvement in physical activities, cocurricular activities,annual programmes help our
students
character
esteem.

to

have

building,
We

a

positive

influence

team-building

provide

a

and

demanding

on
selfyet

supportive environment for learning. The School
takes initiatives to train the staff regularly and
upgrade to the latest skills,

techniques and

technologies used in the teaching pedagogy.
Though our school is located in a rural area, we
have left no stone unturned, compared to the
urban schools. In the face of great challenges,
we at MMEMS strive hard to be the Salt and
Light in the society.

mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord
that will stand.” This dream was realized in 1993
when the Pre-Primary school came into
existence with 33 students. In 1996, the Primary
section was also started in the School. From
1993 till July 2000, the school functioned from
the main campus of Mukti Mission. On 1 August
2000, the school was shifted to the present
primary section campus which was then the old
age home (Ainus). As the strength of the school
started increasing, more classrooms were
added.
Many

activities

development

of

incorporated.

The

leading

to

the
students

an

all-round

students

were

participated

in

taluka level games. The school also conducted
seminars for parents

and introduced

Karate

and Abacus classes . A new school building with
classrooms and a Computer laboratory was
built. Volunteers like Mary Ann Salvatore and

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights…” Isaiah 41: 18 |
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Mark Forman whole heartedly worked for the
overall improvement of the teaching methods.
Regular

workshops

and

seminars

were

conducted for the teachers.
Ms. Joyce Khanna was in charge of the school
from

1993-1996.

Ranjana

Kadam

was

the

Headmistress from 1996-2005. I (Rashmi Thorat)
was the Headmistress from 2006 to 2012.
Sujata Hiwale took over as the Headmistress
from 2013 onwards. All these leaders strived for
the development and progress of the school.
Until 2012, MMEMS had classes till class VII. In
the year 2012-13, class VIII was started and
2014-15 saw the first batch of Class X, passing
with good results. Since then, every batch of X
has

brought

laurels

to

the

School

with

19
Unique
Practices at
MMEMS
Rachna Bhalerao
Education is not about academics alone. It is a

outstanding 100% results.

journey of holistic development involving both

In June 2015, the High School section was

to see that the children are exposed to various

shifted to the New Campus at Mount Pisgah

facets of education, thereby, inculcating an all-

the mind and the body. At MMEMS, our aim is

(Donger Vasti). A new building with international
level infra-structure was constructed with 6
classrooms, an administrative unit, toilet blocks,
a Computer laboratory with a LAN system and
a

well-equipped

Science

Laboratory.

This

building was a milestone in the history of
MMEMS. Gradually, the building grew from
ground level to second floor.
Today there are over 800 students in the
school, who look forward to coming to school
every day.

round development. Here, we outline some of
the unique practices followed at our School:
Spiritual and Moral Aspects
A lot of emphasis is laid on the spiritual and
moral development of the students. The spiritual
growth of our children revolves around the fruits
of

the

Spirit:

Love,

Joy,

Peace,

Patience,

Kindness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Selfcontrol (Galatians 5:22, 23). Our day starts with

a devotion for teachers, where the teachers
gather for prayer and share their testimonies.

EDUCATING
the mind without

educating
the heart is no
education at all.
― Aristotle

The students’ assembly starts with a Hymn,
followed

by

recitation of
Science

a

time

of

Bible

reading

and

the Psalms. Every week, a Moral

class

is

conducted,

wherein

the

children hear from the Word of God.
School Elections
Our students learn civic knowledge practically.
The School Cabinet comprises the Head Boy,
Head

Girl,

Discipline

Minister,

Sanitation

Minister, A/V Minister, House Ministers and
Deputy Ministers. These students contest the
elections and are elected through a secret
ballot system. By this process, we inculcate in
our students, positive

leadership

attitude, respect for the

skills, fair

house members,

teachers and the School.
Sports
We have huge playgrounds for different types
of games. Our Students have participated in
games at the Taluka, District, Divisional and also
at the State level. At the Taluka and District
levels,

our

students

have

participated

Football, Kabaddi and Badminton. At
Divisional

and

State

level,

the

in
the

students

participated in Karate, Taekwondo and Unified
games. In 2019-20, our student, Saniya Dafedar
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participated in Unified games at the State level
and won the Silver medal. Another student,
Disha Chordia participated in Unified games at
the District level and won a bronze medal. We
also conduct Aerobics and Mass P.T for

the

physical development of our students.
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Listening Ears

Picnics and Excursions
Picnics and Excursions at MMEMS are filled
with

fun

and

enjoyment.

Our

School

has

conducted many picnics at various resorts such
as

Chokhidhani,

Jungle

hood

Resort

at

Khedshivapur, Diamond Water Park at Wagholi
and Prathmesh Park at Mulshi. Our students
have

also

visited

the

National

Defence

Academy, Khadakwasla. Trips to other states
such as Punjab, Agra and Delhi were also
arranged. In addition to this, we also visited the
Sugar

Factory,

Industry,

Chocolate

Mhetre

Factory,

packaging

firm

Jaggery

and

plant

Sharmila Dass

My Journey as a Teacher began 11 years ago….
I

had

been

working

monotonously

as

an

Administrative Assistant for 14 long years. A
question from my mentor sparked a thought in
me.

She said, ” I see a good teacher in you,

why don’t you teach our children? ” That is
when

I

realized

my

love

and

passion

for

teaching and for working among children. The
sense of responsibility as a teacher filled me
with enthusiasm and zeal which I possess to this

nurseries located in the vicinity.

day. I joined the School as a full-fledged

Social Responsibilities

was

teacher in 2010. After two years of teaching I

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan awareness rally was
organized by the teachers and the High School
students of M.M.E.M.S to create awareness
about cleanliness, among the local people by
cleaning
School.

the
The

surroundings,
students

were

outside

of

the

wholeheartedly

involved in this Awareness Drive.
For the first time in the history of Kedgaon, a
Mini Marathon was organized by the School for

privileged

to

be

entrusted

with

the

responsibility of a ‘Class Teacher’ of Class X.
My bonding with the students grew as I started
teaching

them

Hindi.

The

barrier

started

breaking as I also started teaching History
(which is generally considered boring), in an
interesting manner. In the years that followed,
I got a chance to know these children personally
and to see them bloom.

the students as well as the villagers, in order to
promote Health and Fitness in the society.
Special jerseys were given to the participants.
Both the young and old and people from far off
villages

also

actively

participated

in

this

Marathon of 5 kilometres with the entire route
being managed by the teachers, volunteers and
the Traffic Control Officers.
At the School, we conduct various competitions
for the parents too. Mehendi and Rangoli
competitions are held for mothers. On Sports
Day too, we conduct special games for
parents.

School

Fete,

the

School’s

the

Annual

Festival, is organized every year for the students
and parents. On this day, we have student-run
stalls for Food and Games. Both the parents
and students have loads of fun and look
forward to this day.

part of the overall activities, are held every year.
Some of them include literary activities like
Elocution,

Quiz

and

Spelling Bees. The other competitions held are
Drawing, Master Chef, Fancy Dress, Greeting
card-making, Singing, Dance,etc.
All these practices make the School unique in
the neighbourhood.

was indisciplined and had behavioural issues in
the class as well as at home. I had counselled
him a few times. During these sessions, he
opened up and revealed what was troubling
him. One day, he was found to be missing.
Thankfully, we were able to find him and we
realized that he did not have any remorse for
his action. To tackle this, I took inspiration from
the vast sea of wisdom possessed by our role
model Pandita Ramabai, who sacrificed her life
selfless

service,

showing

love

and

dedication for the children who were under her

Co-Curricular activities, which are an integral

Extempore,

teacher happened in 2017. A boy from Class IX,

doing

Co-curricular Activities

Debate,

An incident that impacted my journey as a

care. Surprisingly, the next week, he came to
me and apologized for his behaviour. In this
entire episode, I was able to win his trust. This
incident and many others have taught me the
importance of listening.
If a child is hurt or struggling with an issue,
he/she may probably be looking for a listening
ear where he can pour out his/her feelings to
find solace. I’m trying my best to become ‘that’
listening ear.
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Vishal Pandit

Rainbow Of
My life

Message
From The
Headmistress

Every person has a unique
experience and a story to

Sharda Sadan

tell about his or her school
life.

Today,

after

many

years, I still have a blurry

A

image of my first day at

Ramabai and she was

and some were crying. This is how I started the

joined by her daughter,

journey of my school life. As days passed,

Manorama

School was a joyful and fun-filled place to be

attached to it.

different

shades

Along with Academics, I learnt

helped develop my personality. The teachers
were helpful and caring, and I have a special
with

them.

They

encouraged

us

to

perform better in all aspects.
One of the most memorable moments of my
school life was the P.T. period. It was fun; we
always had our eye on the timetable waiting for
the P.T. period to begin. I have seen my School

women

children

of

about several other things in my School, which

bond

the

I can portray my School in a
with

in

the

journey of upliftment of

at. Though I wasn’t great at Sports, I did well in
painting

the
and

established by Pandita

faces around me were new, some were happy

colours, with each colour having a memory

for

widows

abandoned women was

and didn't want my Mom to leave me. All the

beautiful

shelter

orphans,

School, when I was crying

Academics.

Malvika Akhade

in

and

her

care.

Though she lived only
till the

age

of

forty, Manorama’s

work

is

tremendous and outstanding and has left a
lasting impact. She was responsible for the
smooth

functioning

of

Sharda

Sadan

and

served as the Headmistress of the School for 21
years. It is not the length of our life, but the
depth of our life that matters. Manoramabai was
a lighthouse for both Mukti Mission and Sharda
Sadan. On the occasion of her memorial year, I
extend my humble greetings.

growing along with us. Initially, the School used
to have classes only

till fourth standard, but I

feel lucky to be part of the first batch of Class
X students, graduating from our School. We are
grateful to our Principal, Mrs. Sujata Hiwale ,for
all the efforts and hard work she put in for us.
There are many programmes which have added
beautiful moments to the album of my life, such
as the Cultural Day, Sports Day, Teachers’ Day,
Independence Day and Republic Day, out of
which the most awaited and fun-filled event of
the year was the Prize Distribution event, during
which gifts and certificates were awarded to
the students for winning various competitions
conducted throughout the year.
All the values, taught at my School, have made
me a strong and a humble human being. I am
extremely

grateful

to

all

my

teachers

for

moulding me to what I am today. The disciplined
life which I picked up from School,

made it

easier for me to adjust in the Navy. I would like
to say a big thank you to my School.
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For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in
the Lord. Live as children of
light (for the fruit of the
light consists in all
goodness, righteousness
and truth) and find out
what pleases the Lord.
Eph. 5: 8 -10
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activities. 132 years ago, Ramabai had taught
the lessons on the eradication of superstitious
beliefs which were prevailing then, in society.
An

Malvika Akhade

Sharda Sadan
– 132 Years
Of Its
Historical
Journey
Sharda Sadan was established on March 11,
1889 in a building ,behind Wilson College at
Chowpatty in Mumbai. The description of this
ceremony was published in the newspaper
‘Indu-prakash’ as

‘Dazzling Grand Gathering,

very Grand Occasion’. Sharda who was the
daughter of Gangadharpant Gadre was the
first student of the school, so the school was
named after her. She was the daughter of a
child widow. Godubai Anandibai Karve was the
first widow student in Sharda Sadan. The Sadan
began with two students.
Educating girls at that

innovative

Education

method

was

of

Kindergarten

implemented

in

India

by

Manoramabai and one of the first schools to
implement it was Sharda Sadan. Many were
proud

of

this

successful

and

innovative

experiment of Sarada Sadan, which offered a
pleasant environment for learning. The moral
values in the educational policy included love
for nature, scientific approach, compassion,
curiosity

and

ingenuity.

Prabodhankar

Thackeray writes __“the atmosphere of Sharda
Sadan was like a home for the girls”__ and
there were positive changes in the outlook of
the widows. Godubai, the first widow to enter
the school at the age of 24, was the first student
to have a new perspective in her life ,due to the
open and serene atmosphere of Sharda Sadan.
She remarried on March 11, 1893. She married
Maharshi Dhondo Keshav Karve and became
Anandibai Karve.
Loyalty towards Jesus was a part of Pandita
Ramabai's life and with this feeling and a warm
heart she started Sharda Sadan. She gave
secular education through deeds rather than
words. This is how Pandita Ramabai gave
freedom of religion to the girls in Sharda Sadan.
With the increasing number of girls in Pune and
the plague, Ramabai remembered her land in
Kedgaon and then established Mukti Sadan

time meant that the

educator had to face many odds. Yet Pandita

there. In September 1898, Sharda Sadan was
established in Kedgaon.

Ramabai dared to start a school for child
widows. Placing her faith in God, she started
this journey 132 years ago. On March 11, 1889,
the Sharda Sadan School was started with a
vision to revolutionize women's education and
as a means to end the misery of women. By
September 1889, the number of girls had
increased to 25. There were not only child
widows but also young girls. The condition for
admission was that the age of the widow should
not be more than twenty years but Godubai was
24

years

old.

Without

technical matters, all
admitted

to

getting

involved

in

the needy women were

Sharda

Sadan.

Due

to

the

increasing number of female students and
some technical difficulties, they left Mumbai in
November 1890. Sharda Sadan was temporarily
set up at the Aga Khan Palace in Pune, after
which ,the school relocated to an area in

the

Camp. In 1891, the number rose to 26 widows
and 13 young girls and gradually the numbers
started growing. The curriculum was diverse
and

was

Vocational

divided

into

Education

General
and

Education,

supplementary

activities. Moral values were imparted to them
along with education through a number of

The School was first visited by government
officials in 1917. Since then ,there has been an
annual school inspection every year until today.
The school was operating from

the church

building for some years. In 1948, the school
building was completed. The school has been
housed in the same building ever since. Today
,we

can

say

instrumental

in

that

the

shaping

School
the

has

been

personality

of

thousands of students who have come out with
flying colours from this school and are doing
well.

Sharda

Sadan

has

produced

many

professionals such as doctors, lawyers, great
businessmen, teachers, nurses and many more.
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The Educational Department of Sharda Sadan,
Blind

school

and

kindergarten

are

still

functioning. Sharda Sadan is now an aided
primary school. The concept of focusing on
women's dignity was implemented in Sharda
Sadan. The same values are being maintained
in Sharda Sadan, even today. Though the
educational

system

has

changed,

people’s

thinking process has changed ,but the culture
of school education has not changed. This
education system is being implemented as per
the policy of the government. Today, there are
8 classes from class I to class IV. The number
of students has been above 500, since 2005.
The hard work put in by the teachers and
students has resulted in the School’s graph
showing a sharp rise in terms of its growth and
progress.
The students coming to the School are not from
Kedgaon alone, but also from the surrounding
villages. The students are given a mid-day meal
under the School’s nutrition scheme. Minority
students can avail the scholarships offered by
the Central Government. The students get free
textbooks

from

the

Government

under
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Arpana Kamble

Manorama –
One New
Aspect
Many hands have come together to establish
this historical place called Pandita Ramabai
Mukti Mission. Manorama is a blessing from
heaven above. On 16th April 1881, this gem
‘Manorama’ was born of a blessed mother Pandita Ramabai. At a tender age, though, she
lost the love and shade of her beloved father,
yet she imparted love and affection to the
needy in the Mukti family.

its

‘Shiksha Abhiyan’ scheme. The students of class
III and IV are taught computer skills to keep
abreast of the changing times. Cub, a group for
boys and Bulbul, a group for girls has been
established in the School. During the national
festival, Cub and Bulbul teams participate in
activities with the High School. In addition,
various programs and different competitions
are organised at the School level every year, in
Sports, essays, rangoli, painting and oratory.
Our

students

participate

in the

Inter-School

competitions and have won many prizes. The
School has a playground that has slides, swings
and see-saws for the students to play.
Health check-ups are arranged for the students
every

year.

The

School

Management

Committee, Parents Meeting and the Parents
Association

meeting

are

organized

in

the

School. All the Special Days are celebrated in
the School. Bal Anand Melawa was held as well
as an educational trip was organized last year.
16 headmasters and more than 205 teachers
contributed to the progress of the school. The
most important thing is that the School is
running smoothly. due to the good cooperation
of the organization and the parents. One more
thing

to

be

noted

while

celebrating

the

Centenary Jubilee is that Sharda Sadan is the
only School in the area to witness both the 19th
and 20th centuries. Many such centuries of
enlightenment will be witnessed by the world.
We hope that your prayers and good wishes for
the progress and bright future of the school will
be with us always.
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Her native place was India but she was raised
in

England.

She

was

well

disciplined

and

received a good moral culture. A historian said,
“Though she was brought up in a western
country, we can see Indian morals through her
behaviour.” That is why the ‘Sisters of the
Cathedral’ used to call her

the “Daughter of

the East”.
Those who walk on thorny paths increase their
speed. Likewise, Manorama shouldered various
responsibilities such as the ‘School for the
Blind’. She learnt how to read the Braille, the

tool used by the visually impaired. Even today,
we can see that the visually challenged women
and children of Mukti are getting an education
at

the ‘School for the Blind ‘to make their

dreams come true.

25
Down Memory
Lane
Niteen Dongre
Former Student of Sharda Sadan
When I got a phone call
from one of the teachers
of my School, asking me to
write about the memories I
had of my School, so many

In the year 1902, Manoramabai took over the

memories flashed in my

entire responsibility of the school. Though the

mind and I did not know

task was tough, she did it very well. Manorama

which one to write about. I

showed that in life nothing is too difficult to do

have forgotten most of the

nor is anything too tough to learn, if we are
eager and ready to learn. On 29 September
1913,

Manoramabai

established

‘Nutan

Vidyalaya’ in Gulbarga .The first student of that
School

became

a

doctor.

When

Pandita

Ramabai was engaged in Bible translation work,
Manorama played an enormous and
role in handling

crucial

the activities at Mukti. She

handed over ‘Nutan Vidyalaya’ to the Methodist
Mission.

Manorama

was

also

involved

in

spreading awareness on the importance of
educating women in Western countries. She
used to teach the Mukti girls from the Book of
Revelation, which is generally considered a
tough book of the Bible. It was she who
introduced

the Kindergarten system to Indian

education. From Kindergarten to adult literacy;
from the ordinary society students to the special
needs children, Manoramabai put a lot of effort
into bringing all these learning systems under
one roof. However, all the hard work and
responsibilities

that she shouldered affected

her health. She was diagnosed with respiratory
disease and heart ailment also. Due to her long
period of illness, we lost the legend ‘Manorama’
on 24 July 1921.

toil bear fruits when we look at our

Schools.

Today, the women and girls who are visually
impaired or have physical or mental difficulty
are empowered and receive education via the’
Special Needs Vocational Training Centre’, the
for

the

mind.
I was born in Mukti Mission Hospital on 17
December 1960 at 4.55 am. My mother grew
up in Mukti Mission since her childhood. After
marriage she had to leave for Mumbai. I have
studied in Mukti’s kindergarten school, which
was behind the Church. My teachers were
Motubai Chitare and Indubai. I still remember
the

atmosphere

of

the

school

and

the

dedication and love of my teachers. I studied
in Sharda Sadan for one year and then, I had
to go to Mumbai with my Dad. I completed 2nd
and 3rd Standard and then came back to
Sharda Sadan for 4th standard. My teachers
were Mr. Benjamin Chitare, Ms Anandibai
Patel, Vijubai, Shakuntalbai Jadhav, and Jaya
teacher who taught drawing. Ms Vimal Dongre
used to like me a lot. Mr. Chitare taught us
Geography and I still remember asking him,”
You taught us that earth rotates around the
Sun, then why do we not notice it?” During
that time there was no Television, however
there used to be educational programs on

It is our joy and pleasure to witness Manorama's

‘School

memories of my college
days, but school memories are still fresh in my

Blind’

Training for the Blind’.

and

the

‘Vocational

Radio. I remember listening to the broadcasts
on the Radio. My hobby was to collect postal
stamps, so after School, I used to search for
stamps in the garbage dump. I used to get a
lot of stamps. You will be surprised to know
that

till

today,

I

have

preserved

those

stamps. Sometimes I see those stamps and
remember my school days and childhood.
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My

classmates

Namdav

Barve,

Googale,

Jyoti

were

Rajendra

Meena

Chooda,

Waghmare,

Chitare,
Shobha

Rachel,

Rasika

Karandikar, Madhuri (Kamalbai’s family) Shivaji
Bhosale, David Karodi and Tejaswini. There
were
class.

two

visually

Their

challenged

names

were

girls
Vijaya

in

my
and

Manorama. Ms. Verghese and Mrs. Salomi
Karodi taught us English. I thank God for all
that they taught us. A few years ago, Mrs
Karodi came home to meet us at Miraj.
My sisters also studied in Sharda Sadan
and all of us are doing well and now we are
serving God. I became a full time Pastor in the
year 1994 and left Mumbai in 1997 and moved
to Miraj to plant Churches. Today we have 4
Churches, an English Medium School and a

26
A Journey
Towards
Enlightenment
Priya Chitale
Former Student of Sharda Sadan

Social work unit called Asha ministry. I turned

In

sixty, but Mukti Mission and Sharda Sadan
School are very dear to me. I thank God for
the

School,

all

the

teachers,

everyone’s

life,

schooling is a journey from
the darkness of ignorance

the

to the light of knowledge. I

Headmistresses and the other staff.

consider myself privileged
to

have

studied

in

a

School, established by a
social reformer like Pandita
Ramabai. Her work is of
immense value. I have learned four principles
from

my

school.

These

are

Motivation,

Calmness, Devotion and Success. If we want
to achieve anything in life, we should have an
inner motivation to do it. We should not give in
to confusion and should work steadily towards
our goal, retaining our calm. If we are devoted
to the task on hand, success will eventually

Let us remember:
One book, one pen,
one child and one
teacher can change
the world.
– Malala Yousafzai

follow. I learned these values during my days
at Sharda Sadan.
We used to have competitions for Dance,
Singing and Sports.

Participating

in various

events and activities of the school enabled the
students to develop friendships that were not
limited to our classmates alone but we soon
made friends with students from different
classes. I was especially impressed by our
school discipline. We were told,” You may
laugh and play, but maintain discipline.” We
came to realize that with discipline, we could
achieve

several

things

in

life.

Along

with

academic knowledge, our teachers also taught
us how to be equipped for a life in the world
outside. They always used to encourage us to
be creative. A school without teachers is no
school

and

these

teachers

became

an

important part of my life. I used to participate
in Sports and cultural programs too. I have
beautiful memories of all the events during my
school days. Two of them are close to my
heart. One, is when I was selected for the
Christmas play for ‘Mother Mary’s’ role
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and

the second is when I enacted the role of
Ramabai Ranade, based on the life of Pandita
Ramabai. I learned a lot in my school days
which has benefited me in life. I am thankful to
my school and all my teachers. I pray that all

ALL DONATIONS TO MUKTI
ARE EXEMPTED UNDER 80G OF
THE INCOME TAX ACT

the students are blessed with knowledge and
any spot of darkness within them is dispelled.

MUKTI CONTACTS
Bangalore:
Mr. Biju Thomas
FFC 101, Nakshatra Apts,
7th Cross, Lingarajapuram, St. Thomas
Town, Bangalore 560 084.
Mobile: 09845115702
Email: biju@vfmindia.biz
Chennai:
Mr. I. Vijay Kumar
24 G.A. Road, 1- Floor, Chennai 600 021.
Ph: 044-25966581
Mobile: 09444353073, 09841121470
Email: iv_kumar@yahoo.co.in
Delhi & North India :
Mrs. Elizabeth Roberts
Faith Academy, John L. Dorsey Road,
Prasad Nagar, New Delhi 110 005.
Tel. 011-25715784, 25766726
Email:
faithacademyafternoonshift@gmail.com
Hyderabad:
Rev. John Paul Reddypogu
Flat No. 308, Apex Apts.
AC Guards, Hyderabad 500 004.
Ph: 040 23390337. Mobile: 09393390337
Email: jpreddypogu@gmail.com
Cochin :
Mrs. Aniyamma Varghese
Ebenezer Villa, Thekkemala Post
Kozhencherry, Pathanamthitta,
Kerala 689654.
Tel. No. 09447595539
Email: aniyammavarghese@gmail.com
Mumbai & Maharashtra:
Pastor D. D. Tribhuvan
Shri Sainath Apts., B 707, Priyalok Park,
Bhandup East, Mumbai 400 042.
Mob. 9594073244
Email: david_tribhuvan@rediffmail.com

Pandita Ramabai Mukti Mission is
registered under the following Acts:
• The Societies Registration Act (XXX
of 1950) as from 7th August 1906.
• The Bombay Public Trust Act of 1950
(Bom XXIX of 1950) as from 14th May
1953 with Registered No. E 84,
replaced by F. 776as from 29th
October 1974.
• The Women's and Children's
Institutions (Licencing) Act of 1956 as
from August 1959.

PRMM BANK DETAILS
National Electronic Fund Transfer
You can kindly deposit your
contribution in any State Bank of India
Branch as per details below and inform
us of the same by email to:
prmmfinance@gmail.com
& expprmm@gmail.com
giving the details of name and address.

BENEFICIARY'S NAME:
PANDITA RAMABAI MUKTI MISSION

SAVING A/C NO. : 11099461987
BANK DETAILS

:

STATE BANK OF INDIA, BRANCH
NAME PUNE MAIN,
INTERNATIONAL BANKING
DIVISION,
COLLECTOR OFFICE COMPOUND,
DR. AMBEDKAR ROAD,
PUNE-411 001
IFS CODE

: SBIN0000454
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Manorama Memorial High School
“Blessed to be a blessing” is our motto. We
the family members of Manorama Memorial
Girls’ High School have lived up to these
words for the past several years, serving the
society in its true sense. The school has
awakened the people of Kedgaon in the
field of education for girls in the rural area.
It is a medium for the propagation of the
importance of higher education for girls –
the most recent proof of this being the
establishment of our Girls’ Junior College.
Earlier, the girls were married off as soon as
they reached the secondary section. But today the scenario has changed. Due to continuous counselling
and guidance from the school, the parents and girls have decided to continue their education to higher
levels that lead to good career opportunities and empowerment.

Manorama Memorial English Medium School
The

Manorama

School

Memorial

(MMEMS)

English

administered

by

Medium
Pandita

Ramabai Mukti Mission was established in June
1993 with 33 students, in the Mission campus.
In

2000

premises

the

school

situated

was shifted to the present

amidst

lush

green

Mission

farmlands. The scenic beauty forms a perfect
backdrop for a stimulating learning environment.
The growth of the school has accelerated through
the past several years. Today our school comprises
over 800 students from pre-primary and with 25+
well qualified staff members. At MMEMS we bring out the inner potential of a child, and encourage
children to strive towards excellence in every field of life. We believe that education is the key to a
bright future for our nation. The world of ideas and values is more important than the world of matter;
therefore we stand by our school motto – “By love serve each other”.

Sharda Sadan Primary School
Sharda Sadan School started in Wilson College on 11
March

1889.

In

November

1890

the

school

was

temporarily set up at the Aga Khan Palace in Pune,
after which it relocated to an area in Camp. In
September 1898, Sharda Sadan was established in
Kedgaon.

Actions

speak

louder

than

words

Pandita Ramabai showed by her actions that

and

change

was possible. She did not give any religious education
within the school.

However her prayer life

and

the

strong example she set was sufficient for the girls
to know about her commitment to what she did. The
school has a rich history of 132 years during which
thousands of students have passed from its portals. Sharda Sadan not only educates children from
Mukti Mission but also from Kedgaon and the nearby villages. Students also appear for Maharashtra
State Scholarship exams and our school results are 100%.

