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5 Court Street, Box Hill, Vic 3128 
Ph/Fax: 03 9890 0211 
 
admin@mukti.org.au 
www.mukti.org.au 
 
ABN: 14 955 698 028 
 
 
 
Mukti is a member of Missions Interlink                                              
and is certified as complying with the Missions 
Interlink Standards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Up until July 2015, Mukti Australia was a proud 
partner for Project J719N Mukti Development 
Project with Global Development Group  
(ABN 57 102 400 993). After July 2015, Mukti 
Australia Inc was granted DGR Item 1 status in 
its own right and therefore concluded its 
partnership with Global Development Group.  
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The year 2015 was another significant year. Our staff worked in great 
harmony and with real commitment during the year.  

Lee-Ann D’Cruz has done a brilliant job as Office Manager and 
Sponsorship Co-ordinator and handles the graphic design work 
previously contracted out. Peter Warren with the able assistance of his 
wife Kathryn continues to develop the work of Mukti in Western 
Australia. Volunteers gave important help during the year both in the 
Mukti office and in helping at events. Our Interstate Area 
Representatives have also been active in helping arrange tours with 
Indian staff, prayer meetings and other events. A larger number of   
short-term volunteers visited Mukti India in 2015 and they are excellent 
ambassadors for us when they return. Our Vice President Glenda 
Cresswick also works tirelessly and spends time each year supporting 
the team in India. 

On the financial front every component of income was up except 
investment income, and increased contributions were made to Pandita 
Ramabai Mukti Mission in India. The achievement of Deductible Gift 
Recipient status during the year was important. All gifts to Mukti 
Australia Inc. are now tax deductible. DGR status also means we save 
costs for what was previously outsourced. Kate Carter, our Project 
Officer has done a great job in this regard and is also contracted by the 
New Zealand Mukti Council for their projects. 

The Board has continued to work well together and hopes to see 
additions in 2016 in accordance with orderly succession planning. A 
special word of appreciation to Helen Walker, our Book-keeper and to 
our Treasurer, Claire Harris, for the very professional way in which they 
keep our financial records up to date ensuring absolute integrity in this 
area. We value the input of the Board and their diligence with 
governance matters.   

Last but not least I record the Board’s appreciation to Glenda de Jager 
for her continued high standard of commitment and activity as our 
National Director on behalf of the children and women of India. Our 
current preparation of a development strategy for the next few years 
aims to see further growth in our ability to provide holistic care for 
disadvantaged women and children.  

When all is said and done we can only achieve anything because of the 
gracious hand of God our loving Father through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
May his Spirit continue to enable us and our supporters in the days 
ahead. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev Dr Rowland S. Ward 
President 
Mukti Australia Inc. 

President’s Report 
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What a privilege it has been for me for the past eight years to be 
involved in the ministry of Mukti, both developing the work in 
Australia and working with our staff in India who are at the frontline 
of reaching out to those who are abandoned, abused, rejected by 
society or marginalised in some way in their own culture. 
 
To see the lives of so many girls and women being made whole – 
finding hope and new beginnings makes all the hours and effort our 
team in Mukti puts in, so rewarding. I am so grateful for the team we 
have in Australia, our Board of Directors, staff members, area     
representatives and volunteers who give sacrificially of their time, 
professional skills, expertise and finances. We couldn’t do what we 
do without the faithful giving of our donors and sponsors of the girls 
and women. Thank you to each one for the contribution you make. 
 
As you read this report I trust you will feel encouraged to pray, 
to give generously, or maybe even to go to India as a volunteer.  
As we partner together with our Indian team, lives are being 
transformed and enriched every day.   
 

g{tÇ~ çÉâ yÉÜ çÉâÜ ÑtÜàÇxÜá{|Ñ‹ 
 

 
 
 
 

Glenda de Jager 
National Director 
Mukti Australia Inc. 
 

 
 
 

National Director’s Report 
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PRESIDENT: REV DR ROWLAND WARD 
BA, DipTh, BTh (Hons), ThD.  
Rowland is a retired Minister in the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia.  
Prior to that he was an Insurance broker/loss assessor.   
 
 
VICE PRESIDENT: GLENDA CRESSWICK 
B Ed. 
Glenda is our Overseas Development Advisor assisting Mukti in developing its 
community development work and project management.  
A trained teacher, Glenda was formerly the Overseas Projects Manager for  
The Leprosy Mission Australia and The Leprosy Mission International (SE 
Asia) prior to her retirement. Glenda spends time assisting at Mukti in India 
each year. 
 
 
TREASURER: CLAIRE HARRIS 
BA, BComm, Chartered Accountant  
Claire has worked as an accountant in public practice for 8 years. She has an 
active interest in mission and served as a Mission Treasurer with SIM in 
Benin, West Africa for two years.   
 
 
LOUISE BLAKSTON 
B Ed  
Louise is married with five children and is a primary school teacher. She has a 
keen interest in overseas mission and development and has visited a variety 
of projects around the world. 
 
 
ROSS HOHL 
B App Sc, Grad Dip Arch, Grad Dip Div, FRAIA, JP 
Ross is a self employed architect doing work for various Christian Schools, 
Camp Sites and Retirement & Aged Care Facilities in South East 
Queensland. Ross has assisted Mukti India with a master plan for residential 
Family Homes and Aged Care buildings in Elim Gardens.  

 
GLENDA DE JAGER 
BTh (Mission Studies), DipSS 
Also a staff member. See Mukti Australia Staff (pg 9). 
 

Stuart Brown  
G.C.B.Adm  
Stuart has continued his advisory role throughout 2015 assisting the National 
Director and the Board in developing best practice in governance etc.   
The Board continues to actively address the many statutory requirements and 
develop operating policies for all the aspects of Mukti Australia’s expanding 
programs. 

Consultant 

Board Members 
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Mission Statement 

Our mission is to 

create opportunities 
for disadvantaged 

women and children in India  

to have real hope  
and meaningful lives that realise  

their God-given potential. 

Holistic Care Education 

Medical  Vocational Skills 
Training 

Teams & 
Short 

Termers 

Donors &  
Sponsors 

Volunteers  
in  

Australia 

Prayer 
Networking 

STRATEGIES IN INDIA STRATEGIES IN AUSTRALIA 

REV DR KEN GNANAKAN 
President,  
ACTS Group of Institutions, 
Bangalore, India 
 
 

REV PETER CHEN 
State Director 
OMF Queensland 
 
 
 

REV CHARLES BYRNE 
Retired Baptist Minister 
Brisbane 

Board of Reference 

Vision 
  Statement 

Hope and a 

brighter future 
for women and  

children in India. 
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GLENDA DE JAGER - National Director 
BTh (Mission Studies), DipSS 
Now in her eighth year at Mukti, Glenda continues to be instrumental in 
building Mukti Australia’s profile and building new partnerships with Australian 
individuals, churches and philanthropic organisations. Her enthusiasm and 
wholehearted commitment is the driving force behind the success of 
deputation and Mukti’s public engagement and fundraising activities 
generally. Glenda is also actively involved with Missions Interlink, both on a 
state and national level. 

KATE CARTER - Project Officer and Volunteer’s Coord inator  
(Part time) 
BA, LLB 
Kate has a background in law and international development. She lived in 
India for 4 years consulting on various access to justice initiatives around 
human trafficking, slavery and sexual assault, before moving back to Australia 
and joining the Mukti team in early 2014. 
She is passionate about seeing 
disadvantaged women and children in India 
empowered through education and skills 
training. 

LEE-ANN D’CRUZ - Office Manager / Sponsorship Co-or dinator 
BA Design (Comm. Des) 
Lee-Ann joined our team in January 2015 to manage the Australian office and 
look after our sponsorship program. Within the short space of a year she has 
become an integral and central member of the Mukti team, tirelessly serving 
Mukti with her many skills and gifts, particularly in the areas of graphic design 
and administration. Lee-Ann served as a short term volunteer at Mukti India 
for 3 months in 2014, so is known and much loved at Mukti India. We feel so 
thrilled and blessed to have her as part of the Mukti team. 

PETER WARREN - Western Australia & Northern Territo ry  
Director (Part time) 
MFIA 
Peter, together with his wife Kathryn, continue to work with dedication and 
passion to build partnerships in Western Australia. They travel far and wide 
across the state sharing about Mukti’s work, speaking at churches, holding 
Mukti stalls, and climbing stairs to raise awareness and funds for Mukti. Peter 
also dedicates himself to annual deputations in Western Australia, and visits 
to Mukti India with teams and consultants. Peter also works part time for  
Missions Interlink in WA.  

HELEN WALKER - Accounts (Part time) 
Helen is Mukti’s bookkeeper, and brings to the Mukti team her careful 
attention to detail, her readiness to laugh, her optimism, and her spiritual 
maturity and grounded wisdom. She too has visited Mukti India, and is much 
loved by those she built relationships with while she was there.  

Mukti Australia Staff 
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Mukti’s Area Representatives help us share the work of Mukti  to their parts of Australia. They play a 
vital role in raising awareness about the experience of disadvantaged children and women in India, 
and encouraging those in their networks and community to support Mukti’s development work and 
sponsorship program. Area reps represent Mukti at mission conferences, church services, home 
groups, special events, school expos and coffee mornings. They graciously volunteer their time and 
various gifts, lending their voice to advocate on behalf of the children and women Mukti seeks to 
serve.   
 

Thank you to all our wonderful area reps.  We are so grateful for your support. 

Shirley Smith 
Sydney West  
NSW 

Caryn Eliot 
Lower Blue Mts 
NSW 

Teela Mah 
Sydney North 
NSW 

Kate Forman 
Perth, WA 

Ross Hohl 
Brisbane, Qld 

Merelyn Briton 
Tas 

Brian & Dorothy Reval 
Adelaide, SA 

Elizabeth & Vincent  
Devasahayam 
Brisbane, Qld 

Irene Walker 
Esperance, WA 

Lynn Anstey 
Brisbane, Qld 

Elsa & Allan Stibbe 
South West, Qld 

Holly Moore 
Bunbury,  WA 

Contact us  
if you would  

like one of our Area 
Reps to appear 

at an event! 

Area Representatives 
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Thank you 
to each and every volunteer who helped us here 

in Australia during 2015! 

Australian Volunteers 

In 2015  
we estimate that over 

260 people volunteered  
their time at events 

or in the office supporting  
Mukti Australia. 

Mukti is so blessed to have Australian volunteers who  
help and support us in a variety of different ways: 
 
• Representing Mukti in a local area. 
• Helping out in the office, folding newsletters and prayer 

notes. 
• Sewing - making beautiful items from sari fabric for 

sale. 
• Volunteering on our market stalls. 
• Melbourne Prayer Group. 
• Helping at Mukti dinners and other events. 
• Organising special events.   
• Holding coffee and supper evenings. 
• Sydney Prayer Groups - 2 groups meet in Sydney to 

pray for Mukti and for India: one in the northern and one 
in the southern suburbs. 

• Perth Support Group. 
• Sewing dresses for little girls in India. 
• Knitting items to keep girls and women warm in India 

during the winter months 
• Volunteering on displays at conventions and 

conferences. 
• Engaging young adults at School Expos (eg. Dare to 

Serve Conference). 
• Speaking at meetings as a representative for Mukti. 
• Climb for a Smile - Peter Warren 
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SAROJ & MUKTA VISIT AUSTRALIA! 
 
Saroj Kadam and Mukta Dagde arrived in Adelaide on a cold 
morning early May. They never really warmed up until they 
reached Queensland some weeks later! Both did an excellent 
job in presenting the work of Mukti in India. They worked tirelessly and 
shared their stories and testimonies everywhere we went.   
   
We spoke to a total of 59 groups / individual meetings in nearly five 
weeks travelling in 5 states (Vic, NSW, Qld, Tas, SA) and the ACT. I 
believe both Saroj and Mukta were encouraged to see the love and 
commitment sponsors have towards their sponsored girls / women and 
will be sharing this with the staff and girls in India. They saw at first hand 

the importance of meaningful sponsorship 
correspondence, particularly when one elderly 
man said that all he wanted from his        
sponsored girl was a few lines about how       
she was doing at school. 
 
A particular thrill for Mukta was to meet Dr David 
Price who helped arrange for Mukta to have her 
facial reconstruction surgeries at Vellore 
Hospital in South India (Photo: top right) 
 
Thanks for coming our way Mukta and 
Saroj – you were a great blessing in Australia! 

WEST AUSSIES WELCOME LORRAINE & ANIL 
 
Our Mission Director from India, Lorraine Francis and her husband Anil, who is Operations Manager 
at Mukti, were warmly welcomed by many supporters and friends as they undertook a three week 
deputation tour in Western Australia in February. Escorted by Peter Warren, Mukti Australia Director 
for Western Australia & Northern Territory, Lorraine and Anil spoke to churches and groups in various 
city and country locations.  
 
They shared with very responsive audiences about their own many years of dedicated service at 
Mukti and told heartwarming stories of women and children whose lives continue to be transformed. 
Existing supporters were thrilled to hear what their gifts and prayers are accomplishing and many 
others were inspired to begin supporting in various ways. The Mukti Dinner, held on a Saturday 
evening at Nollamara Church of Christ, was attended by 125 people who enjoyed a delightful Indian 
meal. One of the highlights of the evening was a silent auction of donated items which raised $1200 
towards special projects. Visits to country towns included Albany, Bunbury, Dunsborough, Frankland 
River, Harvey, Narembeen, Narrogin, and Kendenup, where they enjoyed some wonderful hospitality. 
At Frankland River, Lorraine & Anil met Ron & Sue Watkins, who are experts in sustainable farming 
and have been involved in assisting farmers in Western 
Australia and as far away as Kenya to increase production 
through natural methods. As a result, Ron accompanied 
Peter Warren to India in August where he spent a week 
analyzing ways to maximise production at our Mukti farm.  
 
Lorraine and Anil thank everyone who made them 
so welcome and made their visit so worthwhile.  

* This report on WA was incorrectly included in our 2014 Annual Report so it has been 
duplicated here. 

6 States of 
Australia were 
visited during 
deputations 

Encounter Tours   (Previously known 
as Deputation Visits)  

In 2015 
2 deputations 

were conducted 
in Australia 
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Media Engagement 

International Council  

The International Council of Mukti meets every three years for a time of fellowship, prayer and planning for 
the future. This year it was great to meet the new US Director Jonathan Bollback as well as renewing 
friendships with Board members and leaders in other countries. Represented at this IC were Canada, 
USA, NZ, UK, India and Australia. 

CHARLET BENJAMIN - Website Manager  
Charlet joined us in 2014 and manages the Mukti  
Australia website. She is passionate about creativity 
and designs that work to provide the best user  
interface and clean content. She works collaboratively 
and conscientiously alongside the Mukti team, and her 
attentiveness and dedication to the website is much 
appreciated.  

At the end of 2015, 
Mukti Australia 

had 526 
Facebook Likes 

During 2015, 
we had 92  

new followers on 
Facebook 

At the end of 2015, 
Mukti had 466 new 

contacts in 
our database. 

We estimate that 
the Mukti website 

had over 4000 visitors 
during 2015 
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TEAM 1 - SIGHTS & 
SOUNDS OF INDIA TOUR 

What a great team we had in India in 
2015!  What a diversity of gifts and 
talents were among this group  – 

Mukti’s pianos were tuned by Derek, Jemima and Alexandra 
taught girls how to make handmade soap and interacted with 
the girls, Teela worked with the special needs children, Jono, 
Jesse and Joel were the centre of games and activities after 
school as well as repairing endless window screens with John, 
Ruth massaged the hands of elderly women as they shared 
conversations each day, Melissa used her medical skills, 
Steve took beautiful new photos for publicity and Jenny 
used her admin skills in the 
office. Each team member was 
challenged by their experiences 
of India and the work of Mukti. 

TEAM 2 - INDIA DISCOVERY TOUR 

Six West Aussies joined our WA & NT Regional Director, Peter 
Warren, for an India Discovery Tour from 13 November to 06 
December 2015 and gained some insights into this land of great 
contrasts. They visited amazing ancient monuments, rode on an 
elephant, toured the streets of Old Delhi on bicycle rickshaws, 
enjoyed a tour of the back streets of Delhi guided by former street 
kids and tickled their taste-buds with delightful Indian cuisine. 

They also visited several Non-Government Organisations that are 
working with the poor and marginalised and were inspired by their 
passion and the real-life stories of rescued lives. Their last ten 
days were spent at Mukti’s main campus in Pune District, where 
they enjoyed meeting the staff and residents, both learning from 
them and contributing by utilising some of their skills. The team 
enjoyed “getting down and dirty” as they assisted with 
landscaping and renovating an area shared by the ladies of Priti 
Sadan (Home of Love) and Asha Sadan (Home of Peace). Most 
of all, they loved spending quality time with all who call Mukti their 
home. Upon return to Australia, team members have 
enthusiastically shared the Mukti story with various churches, 
groups and individuals, encouraging others to support and even 
to join the next India Discovery Tour. 

In 2015 
20 Australians 
participated in 
Mukti Teams 

Teams 

In 2015 
2 teams of 
Australians 

travelled to Mukti 
India 
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When we got to Mukti mission, I formed relationships 
with different women in 10 days which were more 
meaningful than ones that I have had with people that I 
have known for years. There was Usha, Sukamoney 
and Primula who were blind ladies who made baskets 
and sang choruses all day. They had no idea what they 
looked like; one even asked what colour her sari was. 

Although Usha would have been over 80, had whites for 
eyes which were usually shut and no teeth, she had a 
joy that radiated from her and a wonderful sense of 
humour. Then there were Aperna, Ayesha and Bubbly. 
They are teenage girls who were orphaned, but always 
found things to be happy about rather than focusing on what they didn’t have ….. and that was just 
about everything that teenagers here have – no computers or phones; they ate pretty much the same 

food every day – rice, dahl and flatbread, and received 2 new outfits of clothing per year. But every 
day we met these girls in the vacant space between their homes which was dirt (there was no grass 
there) and spent time trying to communicate, playing games like cricket, blowing bubbles, playing on 
swings and watching the guys let off bungers. It was simple, fun, quality time where we enjoyed each 
other’s company.   

- Jenny 

About the second day at Mukti I found my way to 
the homes of the elderly ladies and found that I wa s 
able to just spend time with them – nothing special  
– just talk to them, sing with them, share our life  
stories together. So many of the challenges of life  
are the same – India or Australia - Broken 
marriages, family disruption, illness, accident. We  
just shared life together. The main impact on me 
was the wonderful joy I witnessed in most of the 
ladies when they shared about their faith and hope 
for the future.   - Ruth 
 

Team Reflections 

Having Indian heritage, living in India as a child and attending MIST before joining an Australian 
Team and travelling to Mukti, India in Oct/Nov was a good start to preparation but nothing ever really         
prepares until you are there in the "midst" of it all. 
 
India can be described as an "overload to the senses," a visual, auditory, olfactory, oral and tactile    
onslaught! There's something about India though...it get's "under your skin" and you just can't shake     
it off. I'm glad of that because I love it. 
 
Spending time at Mukti was also an overload...an overload 
of emotions...frequently amazement, sometimes sadness 
and often joy. When I close my eyes and picture their smiling 
faces, imagine the warmth of their hands in mine and hear 
their sweet angelic voices of praise and worship my eyes 
tear over, I miss them.  
 
- Teela 
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Volunteers in India 

Each year, ordinary Australians pack their bags and jump on a plane to Pune, India to serve Mukti Mission 
with their time, skills and gifts. Some work in the hospital, some teach in the schools, some run afternoon 
sports activities for the children, some help out with administration in the offices, some fix window screens, 
some paint, and some help the girls during their homework hour. Whatever they do, and however long they 
stay (whether two weeks or the whole year) their presence and servant hearts are very much  appreciated 
at the Mission. Quite apart from this, most volunteers find their time at Mukti  to be an incredible experience 
that inspires and challenges their faith and worldview. Most, if not all, volunteers return to Australia feeling 
changed and determined to live life a little (or a lot!) differently. 
 
During 2015, 13 Australians volunteered at Mukti Mission in India.  

SPOTLIGHT  ON 
Karina 

Karina is a physiotherapist and serves in 
Mukti’s hospital, working to improve the 

health and quality of life of hospital patients 
and physically disabled and elderly women 

in the Sunshine Nursing Home.     

How did your decision to serve at Mukti India come about? 
I was seeking God's direction on the 'What next?' question. I had been home from 
Tanzania, where I had volunteered for a year, and was feeling too comfortable and 
complacent. Lorraine and Anil Francis (Mukti’s Mission Directors) had visited my 
church two years earlier and I was impressed by what I heard about Mukti Mission, 
and the seed was planted. One day, when I was doing some more research, I was 
trying to load the Mukti website on my computer and the only words that came 
across my screen were; “WANTED: FEMALE PHYSIOTHERAPIST”. I just thought, 
that's me and I can do that! 
  
How has your experience at Mukti changed and challe nged you? 
My experience at Mukti has certainly strengthened my faith.  India is such a spiritual 
country and there is a real expectation that we will see God in action.  We need to 
depend on God in all situations and not depend on the things of this world. I  
experience this daily at the Hospital. We don't have the facilities of a hospital in 
Australia, and often we just come before the Lord in prayer to meet our needs. I have 
experienced His healing hand and love in so many incredible ways. Recently one of 
the patients was experiencing seizures. She had 4 seizures in 2 days.    
I asked the Pastor to come and pray with us for healing. We all prayed together and 
she has not had a seizure since! That was about 8 weeks ago. There are many  
challenges to living in community and living in India.  At the moment it's the heat of 
summer and the water shortages are physically challenging. I line up at the outside 
tap with my bucket at 6.30am each morning. I haven't had water in my room for over 
6 weeks. It sure makes you appreciate a toilet that flushes and a  shower when you 
haven't had them for a while! The water situation is desperate for so many farmers 
living in Maharashtra and many can't go to a nearby tap to fill up their bucket. 
  
What are some of your hopes and dreams for Mukti In dia?  
My hope for Mukti is that the Mission will continue to be a light in the darkness of the 
lives of orphans and widows in India. These beautiful girls and women desperately 
need God's love and His grace in their lives.  I pray that each needy person who 
comes through the gates at Mukti will have a personal experience of God's love,  
kindness and compassion for them. I pray that each one will know that they are    
precious and valuable in His sight. 
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Thank you to all our volunteers in 2015: 
Zoe, Ainya, Alison, Mike, Jordana, Geoff, Ron, 
Deb, Joel, Ingrid, Glenda C, Iain and Karina. 

In 2015,  
13 Australians 

volunteered their time 
and gifts 

at Mukti in India 

Why did you originally decide to start serving at M ukti 
India?  
After a visit to Mukti I was asked by Lorraine (the Mission 
Director) to consider coming and helping to establish the 
Special Needs School, as they were in need of someone 
to head this up. Following some prayerful consideration I 
decided that yes, this is what the Lord had for me to do.  
 
How has your experience at Mukti changed you and 
challenged you? 
I have been blessed by the experiences I’ve had at Mukti 
where I’ve been able to put into practice/use many skills 
that I’ve learned over the years and pass on to others.  
I’ve learned so much from the girls and women about their 
resilience and readiness to just wait.   
 
What are some of your hopes and dreams for Mukti?  
Some of my hopes and dreams are to see each of the 
students at the Special Needs School and in the family 
groups reach their fullest God given potential, and that the 
staff will be keen to be motivators and encouragers in this.  
I pray that in time there will be a qualified and well trained 
team to take forward the Special Needs School and see 
the individual needs and potential in each of the students, 
rather than the disability that holds them back.  
 
How can people pray for you?    
Please praise Him for His ongoing protection and good 
health which I never want to take for granted. Please pray 
as I prepare for the beginning of the new school year and 
that all the school staff will have a good understanding of 
what a Vocational Skills Program is and be able to build 
on what we started in the last school year.   

Ingrid has been serving at Mukti since 
2015 as the Principal of the Special 
Needs School. She works alongside 

Mukti staff to teach and empower girls 
and young women with intellectual and 

physical disabilities.     

SPOTLIGHT  ON 

Volunteers in India 

Ingrid 
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Thank you so much 
to all of our sponsors who are committed 

to regularly supporting Mukti’s work, month by month, year by year.  
 

A Big Welcome  
to our new sponsors - thank you for joining with us to create opportunities for your 

sponsored child or women to have a life filled with hope and meaning.  
 

In 2015, Mukti fed, clothed, housed, cared for, educated and empowered over 1200 disadvantaged 
women and children.   
 
Children and women come to Mukti with backgrounds of extreme poverty, exploitation and abuse.   
At Mukti they find safe shelter and the basic necessities of life such as food, clean water, clothing 
and medical care. However much more than that, they find a loving and supporting community where 
they can rebuild their lives, and opportunities to realise their God-given potential including education, 
vocational skills training and small business enterprise. For those children and women who are able 
in time to leave Mukti, they go empowered and equipped to be ‘salt and light’ in new communities. 
For those who are unable to live independent lives (particularly those living with intellectual and 
physical disabilities or mental illness) they remain to serve and be a blessing to others in the Mukti 
community.     
 
Providing holistic care to so many children and women is financially demanding. One of the main 
ways that Mukti Australia supports the Mission’s holistic care program is 
through sponsorship. Sponsors have the option of choosing to sponsor 
either a girl, a woman (sponsor a ‘granny’) or a boy (Miraj boys 
home — boys whose mothers are caught up in the sex trade). 
Sponsorships change lives! 
 
 

During 2015, 128 new 
sponsorships were 

taken up by Australian 
supporters. 

 

At the end of 2015, 
around 572 Australians 

were sponsoring women 
and children through 

Mukti. 

At the end of 2015, 
around 333 women and 
children in India were 

being sponsored. 

Sponsorship 
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Development 

WHAT IS MUKTI? 
 
FAMILY GROUP HOMES FOR:  
- Disadvantaged and destitute women and children 
- Elderly women and widows 
- Visually impaired girls and women 
- Physically, intellectually or mentally challenged women 
  & children 
- Children of sex workers 
- Single and pregnant women and teenage girls 
 
NURSERY AND ADOPTION FOR: 
- Abandoned babies 
- Babies of single mums unable to keep them 
- Babies of sex trade workers 
 
EDUCATION IN: 
- Primary schools  
- High school 
- Special Needs School 
- Braille school for the visually impaired 
- Computer Academy 
- Junior College 
- English Medium School 
- Opportunities to undertake tertiary education  
- Education centres and day care centres 
- Adult literacy  
 
VOCATIONAL SKILLS TRAINING IN:  
- Creative Arts School (jewellery, clothes, bags, nappies etc) 
- Tailoring  
- Beauty Therapy 
- Candle making, paper crafts, sewing (Special Needs School) 
- Basket weaving (blind ladies) 
 
BUSINESS TRAINING & INCOME 
GENERATION INITIATIVES:  
- For vulnerable women living with disability 
 
MEDICAL AND DENTAL:  
- Krishnabai Memorial Hospital / Preventative Care Unit 
- Dental Clinic  
- Mobile clinic 
 
DAIRY AND FARM  
 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES:  
- Guest House  
- Retreat Centre 
- Conference Centre 
- Mukti Church 
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Development Strategies 

EDUCATION 
 
Education is one of the most effective ways to break generational 
cycles of poverty. A good education sets a child up for life by equipping 
them to make good life decisions and increasing their income so that in 
time, they can offer their own children a brighter future. Over 2100 
children were educated in 2015 in one of Mukti’s primary schools, 
secondary schools or Junior College. Many of these children are from 
disadvantaged backgrounds and would most likely not have been able 
to otherwise receive a good education or an education at all. The Mukti 
schools also connect the Mukti community with the local community, 
building ties between these communities and fostering good will and 
cooperation. 

VOCATIONAL SKILLS TRAINING  
& SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE 
 
Mukti’s Creative Arts School offers girls and young women with a 
creative bent to learn skills which enable them to earn an income and 
become more independent. During 2015, 22 girls received vocational 
training in skills such as sewing, jewellery and bag making, nappy 
making and card making. Their products were sold in both India and 
Australia.   
 
Several young women living with disabilities also received support to set 
up and operate small business enterprises such as an ironing business 
or a small shop so they can become independent earning members of 
the community. 

MEDICAL CARE 
 
Access to medical care is a fundamental human right and one of the 
essential building blocks in the process of empowering vulnerable 
children and women to live lives of hope and potential. Mukti’s Hospital 
(sometimes known as the Preventative Care Unit) ensures that Mukti 
residents and other destitute members of the local community have 
access to affordable medical care. In 2015, the hospital provided care to 
over 1000 patients. The hospital includes a ICU, OT, children’s ward, 
general ward, dispensary, the Sunshine Nursing Home for the elderly, a 
Dental Clinic and a Mobile Medical Unit. 

HOLISTIC CARE 
 
Mukti’s holistic care program underpins all of Mukti’s other programs by 
providing safe shelter, family, community support, and access to food 
and clean water. From this place of security, disadvantaged children and 
women are able to take hold of all the other opportunities that Mukti 
offers. For those children and women who in time are able to leave 
Mukti, they go empowered and equipped to be ‘salt and light’ in their new 
communities. For those who are unable to live independent lives 
(particularly those living with intellectual and physical disabilities or 
mental illness), Mukti remains their home and they seek to serve and be 
a blessing to others in the Mukti community.  
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Project Updates 

MAMTA SADAN (Home of Kindness) RENOVATION 
Construction began in October 2015 and will be completed in 2016.    
Mamta Sadan is home to women living with mental illness and 
intellectual disabilities, and the renovations include a new roof, 
interior and exterior painting, new window mesh, renovated 
bathrooms and the installation of a septic system.    

SANGLI EDUCATION CENTRE 
The Education Centre is an ongoing project located in the red light 
district of Sangli, Maharashtra. The Centre provides safe shelter,  
education, nutrition and health care to the children of local sex    
workers. There are beds at the Centre for the children so they can 
sleep safely while their mothers work at night, and a teacher who  
provides basic education. The Centre also provides school uniforms, 
bags and books, medical supplies and soap powder. The goal of the 
project is to break the cycle of commercial sexual exploitation by 
providing the girls with opportunities to escape a future in the sex 
trade. During 2015, the staff continued to build relationships of trust 
with the    mothers and local people in the community and as a result 
the     number of children accessing the project grew to 25 girls. 

CLEAN WATER PROJECT 
Mukti’s clean water project commenced in late 2014 when the need 
for water filtration systems at Mukti’s Kedgaon campus was identified 
by Mukti staff concerned about typhoid and water hardness.  
Throughout 2015 Mukti staff worked to identify a suitable and sustain-
able water filtration system, and in November 2015 Australian       
volunteer and water expert Iain Johnson travelled to Mukti as a     
consultant to work with staff on this project. The water filtration      
system will be installed in 2016. 

JUNIOR COLLEGE SECOND STOREY 
This long term project was completed in 2015. The second storey 
contains 2 classrooms, 3 science laboratories and a library. The 
second storey means that more Indian girls can receive a senior 
secondary education (yrs 11-12), which in turn opens up 
opportunities for tertiary education, and a well-paid and rewarding 
profession. 

HIGH SCHOOL KITCHEN 
Construction of the school kitchen begun in November 2015 and is 
expected to be completed in 2016. The kitchen will enable Mukti’s 
High School to provide nutritious midday meals for students, 
providing fuel for learning! 

GIFT CATALOGUE 2015 
Mukti’s Australian supporters got into the Christmas spirit and 
donated over $12,000 towards practical and fun items such as 
hospital bedsheets, fruit trees, sports equipment, carom boards, 
bicycles, guitars and play equipment. 
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Project Updates 

CREATIVE ARTS SCHOOL 
The Creative Arts School engaged over 22 young women in 
vocational skills training and small business enterprise. The girls 
learned sewing and jewellery-making and sold their products in both 
India and Australia at a profit to support themselves. 

BARTIMI SADAN KITCHEN REVOVATION 
Bartimi Sadan is home to over 30 blind women. The name Bartimi is 
the Marathi translation for Bartimaeus whom Jesus healed on the 
road to Jericho. The renovations to the blind ladies’ kitchen began in     
September 2015 and were completed in November 2015. The roof 
was renovated, the interior was painted and the windows were        
enlarged for better ventilation. The women of Bartimi Sadan are so 
proud that they cook their own meals, and their new kitchen is a fitting 
tribute to their determination and self-sufficiency. 

ASHA SADAN BEAUTIFICATION 
Asha Sadan (Hope of Hope) is home to over 20 elderly ladies; some 

are retired Mukti staff who have dedicated their lives to serving the 
Mission, some are abandoned widows. The beautification project  
began in January 2015 with the landscaping and paving of the outside 
quadrangle to ensure the elderly ladies could move across the    
quadrangle safety. Then in November 2015 a sitting area was created 
on the side of the quadrangle shared with the adjoining Sadan, Priti   
Sadan. The ladies now have a clean, safe and comfortable living   
environment, and a place to sit and socialise with their neighbours. 

NURSERY ROOF REPAIRS 
The nursery roof renovation began in May 2015 and was completed 
in August 2015. The old roof was over 100 years old and leaked in 
the monsoon. The new roof means the nursery, which is home to 
orphaned and abandoned babies until adoptive parents can be 
found, is now safe and comfortable for its tiny occupants! 

 

Thank you so much 
 to everyone who donated 

to Mukti’s development projects 
in 2015.   

 
Together we gave the gift of life,  

learning, laughter and light! 
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Indian Staff Support 

Mukti Australia holds all personal information given by donors    
as highly confidential and does not share or sell its  
mailing list / donor base to any outside individuals  
or organisations. Any information stored will be accessible 
only to authorized personnel of Mukti Australia.  
 
Any donor is entitled to gain access to any personal information 
relating to themselves and can request a copy of that information 
by writing to Mukti Australia, 5 Court St. Box Hill Vic 3128. 

We are always grateful for those who include the work of Mukti in 
their will. This enables the work to go on into the future when the 
donor is no longer requiring these funds in this life. It is a great 
way to invest in the future development and ministry of Mukti. 

We are grateful to those sponsors who support the work of our 
Indian staff. A great way to encourage staff is to be a ministry 
partner with them. This builds a relationship as sponsors pray 
and encourage the staff member in their role.   

Privacy Statement 

Wills and Bequests 
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Financial Report 
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OVERVIEW 
 
2015 has been a year of developments.  In March 2015 Mukti Australia Inc. was endorsed as a  
deductible gift recipient.  Previously only gifts to the Mukti Overseas Aid Fund were tax deductible.  
Now all gifts can receive tax deductible receipts.  In the past we have worked with partners like  
Global Development Group to get the tax deductible funds to India.  From July 2015, we have been 
managing the projects and distributing the funds ourselves.   
  
INCOME 
 
The graphs below show the activities supported in 2015.  Child Sponsorship increased a further 
10.75% on last year (26.4% in 2014).  Although growth in donations has been slower this year we 
have seen tremendous growth in the last several years.  Our donation income is 60% higher than it 
was 5 years ago.  We are very thankful for God’s provision, and the generosity of our supporters that 
allow us to make a difference in so many lives.   
 
A further $13889.20 has also been given to the work of Mukti for the Indian projects through our  
partner Global Development Group.  

Financial Report 
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LOCAL OPERATIONS 
 
Many of our staff costs now relate to directly assisting and keeping our Indian partners accountable 
with the management of projects funded by our donors.  In 2015 we have made accounting changes 
to record these costs against the larger projects and not against our Australian Office expenses. 
We reduced the administration charge against the projects accordingly. This change in accounting  
treatment has led to a decrease in local office costs.   
 
Another reduction in local costs is a consequence of our new tax status, as we no longer paying fees 
to Global Development Group to help manage our projects. This saves us 7.5% every time we send 
money to India, so is quite significant.   
 
We received a generous bequest of nearly $30,000 during the year. We moved this in to a strategic 
reserve to provide resources for future strategic opportunities. Without it, the Australian operations 
had a small surplus of $15,881.   
 
2016 
 
Early 2016 we entered into a partnership with Wings of Hope in Sri Lanka. We have agreed to  
fund a project there with a annual budget of $49,059. We are seeking a donor base to support this  
project going forward, but have committed in faith to fund it, and will cover any shortfall from our  
local budget and existing reserves.   
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: The current Board of Directors is as follows: 

THANKS 
 
I am so grateful for the work of our bookkeeper Helen Walker who has done much to make my  
role easier.   
 
I pray that the work we do here will bear much fruit in the lives of women and children in India,  
and now Sri Lanka. 

 
Claire Harris 
Treasurer 
Mukti Australia Inc. 
 
NB  A copy of the detailed accounts are available on the ACNC website.  

Financial Report 

Name Position  Qualifications  Meetings 
Attended  

Rowland Ward  President Minister of Religion (retired) 5 of 5  

Glenda Cresswick  Vice President Teacher/Overseas develop-
ment consultant 

4 of 5  

Claire Harris  Treasurer Chartered Accountant 5 of 5  

Louise Blakston  Minute Secretary Teacher 5 of 5  

Glenda de Jager  Secretary National Director 5 of 5  

Ross Hohl    Architect 2 of 5  

Stuart Brown  Consultant to the Board   3 of 5  
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Financial Report 

Occupancy

5%

Fundraising

5%

Administrati

on

17%

Overseas 

project 

costs***

73%

2015 Expense 
Donations & 

Gifts Legacies & 

Bequests

Investment 

Income

Net 

Merchandis

e Income
Other 

income

2015 Revenue

* Project costs direct costs incurred in Australia and Australian employee time dedicated to establishing,                                                     
monitoring and assessing projects including assisting Indian partners in these tasks. 

* Fundraising costs comprise of the correspondence costs and travelling with visiting speakers.                                                                            
They do not account for any employee time facilitating these activities.  

*** The graph shows funds committed to projects from 2015 donations only. It includes for those                                                                 
committed but not yet been sent, but does not include funds sent during 2015 from earlier donations.    

These figures have been extracted from our statutory accounts. Please refer to those accounts for more                                                                          
detail including important information about our accounting policies. 
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Auditor’s Report 
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Mukti Australia 
5 Court St, Box Hill 

VIC 3128 
 

(03) 9890 0211 
admin@mukti.org.au 

www.mukti.org.au 

Thank you! 
to everyone who partnered with us in 2015,  

in ways big and small, to offer 
hope and a brighter future to vulnerable  

children and women in India. 

THANK YOU TO: 
ALICE LOGAN AND STEVE LEVER FOR SOME OF 

THE PHOTOS USED IN THE ANNUAL REPORT 
 

THANK YOU TO: 
 DAVID MACCULLAGH - www.davemaccphotos.com/  

FOR THE PHOTOS USED ON OUR FRONT COVER DESIGN 
AND SOME PHOTOS THROUGH THE ANNUAL REPORT.  


